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PREFACE.
e e

The present work is the first edition, and tivst -
translation of one of the most,important works of the |
Bribmana literature.” The text has been prepared
from three manuseripts, two of which are in my own
pussession.  Phe third was a copy made by a Pandit
from another manuscript. This copy was sent to the
press, and corrected from the two other manuscripts.
Besides I used the text which is in Siyana’s Com-
mentary on the work, in e copy belonging to. the
Sanserit library of the Poona College.  Though it |
would not have been difficult for me to procure ten
manuscripts of the text, I saw nowhere any need for
it. | For thore two which-were purchased from
pricstly families, with whom the learning by heart of
the Rigvedd was hereditary for many  centuries,’
proved so correet, that there was no need for compar-
ing a larger number,  Actual difference of readings
Lo be hardly spoken of.  For the text of the Brah-
manam i3 as well preserved as that of the Saiuhité,

In order to facilitate the reading of the text, | have
introduced the Europe:n method of puﬁctuatiou. One
of my manugeripts has regular stops, marked with ver-
tical strokes in red ink above the line; they do not,
however, point out the end of sentences and phrases,
but only the place where the repeater of the Brihwmap-
amused to stop, when called to some house to read it.



. “PHETEUIIE SOF~WD TEXy ~anwne translation” of
_the numerous stories contained in the work was a
- comparatively easy task, and might have bé 1 wrried
out-as well in Europe by any respectable Sanserit
“scholar in possession of the necessary materials
" 'obtainable there. But the case stands different
with the translation of the technical parts of the
work and *principally® the numerous explanatory
notes which are indispensable for an actual under-
‘standifig of ‘the book. Though Siyana’s excel-
lent Commentary, which I have used throughout, is a
great help for making out the proper meaning of many
an obscure word, or phrase, it 1s not sufficient for ob-
taining a complete insighfinto the real meaning of
many terms and spassages occurring in the work.
Besides, a good many passagest in the Commentary
itself, though they may convey a correct meaning, are
< hardly intelligible to European Sanscrit scholars who
have no access to oral sources of information. The
" difficulties mainlyli¢ in the large number of technical
terms of the sacrificial art, which occur in all Biah-
manas, and are, to those uninitiated into the mys-
teries of this certainly ancient ‘craft, for the most
part unintelligible. 1t.is, therefore, not surprisingj;
.that no Sanscrit scholar as yet ever attempted the
translation of the whole of a Brihmana, ; for the’
attempt would, jn many ebsentlal pomts, have proved
a failare.

e

What might be expected in the explanation of
sacrificial terms from scholars unaided by oral in-
formation, may be learnt from the three volurnens‘s
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hitherto published of the great Sanserit Dictionary,
compiled by Boehtlingk and Roth. The explana-
tions of these terms there given (as well as those of
many words of the Samhiti) are nothing but guesses,
having no other foundatign than the individual
opinion of a scholar who never made himself familiar
with the sacrificial art, even as far as it would be
possible in Europe, by a careful study of the com-
mentarics on the Sitras and Brihmanas, and who
appears to hhve thought bis own conjectures "to
be superior to the opinions of the greatest divines,
of Hindostan, who were especially trained for the
sacrificial profession from times immemorial. These
defects of a work which is in other respects a
monument of gigantic toil and labour, and on account
of its containing numerous references and quotations
extremely uscful to the small number of Sanserit
scholars who are able to make independent researches,
have Deen already repeatedly pointed out by Professor
Theodor Goldstiicker, one of the most accurate
Sanserit scholars in Burope. Although his remarks
excited the wrath principally of some savansat Berlin,
who had tried to praise up the work as a masterpiece
,of perfection and ingenpity almost unparalleled in
“the hisgory of lexicography, they are, nevertheless,
though in some points toc severe, not quite so unde-
served and unjust, as the defenders of the Dictionary
.made them' to appear.  Goldstiicker justly does
not only find fault with its explanation of nritual
terms, but with the meanings given to many words
in the Saihitd. Though I am far from defending
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" even the greater majority of Siyana’s explanations
«of the more difficult words and sentences of the

. Safmhith, it would have been at any rate advisable
for the compilers of a Sanscrit Dictionary, which
includes the Vedic words, to give Siyana’s expld-

_nations along widh their own. Bven granted’
that all Séyana’s explanations are only either
guesses of his own, or of the great Bhat{dchiryas*:
before him, whose Jabours he principally used, they
nevertheless descrve all attention as the opinions and

, observations of men who had a much deeper know-
ledge of the Sanscrit language in general, and
the rites of the Vedic religion, than any European
scholar has ever attained to. It is quite erroncous to
presuppose, as the editors of the Dictionary appear
to do, that Sayana himsclf made the majority of ex-
planations in his Commentary. All Pandits who
have any knowledge of the subject unanimously
assert that he used a good many predecessors, and
that comparatively few explanations are entirely his
own. The so-called Kius'tka Bhishya is said to be
wore ancient than that of Sayana, and also the Riva-
na Bhishya. Both are said to he still extant, but
T have not yet been able to obtain copies of them.

® This i3 the name of those Hindu scholars who not only learn, a8

the Bhattas do, one of the Vedas completely by heart, but who study

the weaning of each-verse and word, w0 asto be able to give orally the
" explanation of any passage required. The number of this clays of
. scholars whio represent the Doctors of Hindu theology, is now very,

small, In this part of Indin, though there ave mang hundreds of parrot-
- like ropeators of the sacred texts, there is not a single one to be found.
. Some (theee or four) are said to he at Benares,”They ave highly
_ respeeted, and, as incarnations of Brihaspati—the Pandit of the Gods,
‘nt cartain oceasions regularly worshipped. i

2
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Seeing the great dit’ﬁcultiés, nay, impossibility,uf
attaining to anything like a real understanding of the
“sacrificial art from all the numerous books I'had
collected, T made the greatest efforts to obtain oral
information from some of those few Brahmans who
are known by the name of Shrotriyas, or Shriutis,
and who alone are the preservers ®f the sacrificial
mysterics as they descended from the remotest
times. The task was ‘no casy one, and no Eu-
ropean gcholar in this country before me ever suc-
ceeded init.  This is not to be wondered at; for the
proper knowledge of the rifual i8 everywhere " in
Lpdia now rapidly dying out, and in many parts,
chiefly in those under British rule, it has already died
out. Besides, the communication of these mysteries
to foreigners is regarded by old devout Brahmans
(and they alone have the knowledge) as such a mon-
strous profanation of their sacred creed, and fraught
with the most serious consequences to their position,
that they, can only, after long efforts, and under
payment of very handsome sums, be prevailed up(m

.t give information. Notwithstanding, at length 1

succeeded in procuring the assistance of a Shmutl,
who not only had performed the small sacrifices, such |
as the Dars‘apimmamésa Ishti, but who had even
officiated as one of the Hotars, or Udgatars, at
several Soma sacrifices, which are now very rarely
brought.  In order to obt: 'n a thorough understand- -
ing of the whole course of an 1shti, and a Soma sa-
crifice, I induced him (about 18 months ago) to show
me in some secluded placc in my premises, the prin-



Vil . PREFACE.
cipal ceremonies, After the place’ had been properly
arranged, and the necessary implements brought to the |,
spot; the performance began. I noted carefully every-
thing I saw during about five days, and always asked
- for explanation if I did not. properly comprehend it.
T was always referred to the Sitras and the Prayogas
or pocket bookd of the sacrificial priest, so that no-
"deception could take place, All information was
conveyed to me by means of the Marathi language, -
of which I had by that time already acquired a suf-
ficient knowledge for carrying on uny conversation.
In this way I obtained some sort of rough knowledge
of the principal ccremonies (for they were generally
only partially, in order to save time, and rapidly
performed), which T completed afterwards by oral
instruction, derived from the same and some other
sacrificial priests, and Agnihotris, who had the sacri-
ficial operations performed on themsclves and in their
behalf. Thus 1 was enabled to understand the
various Satras, and consequently the technicalities of
" the Bribmanas. Therefore the explanations of sacri-
ficial terms, a5 given in the notes, can be relied
upon as certain; for they are neither guesses of my
own, nor of any other Hindu or- European scholar,
but proceed from what T have myself witnessed, and
been taught by the only men who have inherited
the knowledge from the most ancient times. My
notes are therefore, for the most part, indcpehdent of
“Siyana, for [ had almost as good sources as he himself
‘had. e, however, does not appear to hdve troubled
. himself ‘much with. 2 minute study of the actual
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\ope'ratiuns of the saenificial priests, bul deftved all his
Xknowledge almost entirely from the Sitras only.,

. Tthad been easy for me to swell by accutulation
“of notes the work to double the size which it is now;

but I confined myself to give only what was neces-
sary. The remainder I may publish at some other
occasion.

I have to acknowledge with many thanks  the
willingness with which E. I. Howard, Esq., Director
of Pyblic Instruction of this Presidency, who is ever
ready to promote literary pursuits and learned re-
scarches into Indian and Iranian antiquities, under-
took the publication of the whole of this work” for
Government, 1I¢ will be entitled to the gratitude
of all those who may profit by the new sources of
information opened up for the first time in it,

1 have also to render my thanks to Professor E. B.
Cowell, at Calcutta, for the kindness to have
allowed me the uge of his copy of the Kiushitaki
Brihmanaim, and to Professor B#thler at Bombay,
for his copy of the whole Tindya Brahmanam, of
which" 1 have hitherto been able to procure a frag-
ment only. )

MARTIN HAUG.
Poona, 22nd November 1863, ‘
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I

On the Mantras, Brahmanas, and SPras, and their
mutnal relationship.  Probable origin and aye of
the Magtras and Brahmagas,

The Veda, or Seripture of the Briinwans, consists,
according to the opinion of the most cminent divines
of Hindostan, of two principul purts, viz. Mantra
and Srahmagam. Al that ix regarded as revelation
must be bronght under these two heads, What of
the revealed word is no Mantra, that is a Brihma-
nam: and what is no Buhmagam, must be a
Mantra. - This is the line of argument followed by
the Brahmanie theologians,  But this does neither
make clear what o Mantra 05, nor what  we
have  t® understand by a Brihmanam,  Both
terms  are t(\('hniv:’zm(l theie full - bearing, and
characteristic differefe from one another, is to he
comprehended only from a carcful study of those
works which bear either of these titles. The Brah-
manical divines have, of course, not failed to give defi-
mtions of both, and shown what topics full under the
head of cither. But, as Riyana (inhis preface to hus
Commentary on the Artareya Brahmanam) justly
remanks, all definitions of cither term which were
attempted, are unsatisfactory.

b
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We have here nothing to do with the theoloy /"2
definitions of these two terms; we are only con-
cerned with their meaning, from 2 literaryepoint of
view. And this we can state without reference to
Brahmanic authorities.

Each of " the four Vedas (Rik, Yajus, Siman, and
Atharvan) has a Mantra, as well as a Brihmana por-
tion. The difference between both may be briefly
stated as follows: That part which contains the
sacred prayeisgthe invocations of tl‘ different
deitics, the sacred verses for chanting at the sacri-
fices, the sacrificial formulas, blessings and curses,
pronounced by priests is called mantra,! +i, e, the pro-
duce of thinking. This word is of a very carly date;
for we find it in the Zend-Avesta in the form of
mafthra also.  Its meaning there is that of a sacred
prayer, or formula, to which a magical effect was
ascribed, just as to the Vedic mantras. Zoroaster
is called a madthran, i. e. a speaker of mantras, and
one of the carlicst names of the Scriptures of the
Parsis, is mafithra s'pedita, i. e. the hoy prayer
(now corrupted to mansar spent).

This fuct clearly shows, thW® the term mantra in
it% proper meaning was already known at that carly
period of Aryan history when the ancestors of the
Brahmans and those of the Parsis (the ancient
Iranians) lived as brother tribes peacefully toge-
ther.  This time was anterior to the combats of

" See more about it in Goldstucker,  Panini, lis Place in Senserit
Literature,” page 08,
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the Devas and, Asuras, which are so frequently men-
tioned in the BrAhmanas, the former representing the
Hindus, the latter the Iranians.?

At this time the whole sacred knowledge was, no
doubt, comprised by the term mantra. The Brih-
manan. was unknown ; and there is actually nowhere
in the whole Zend-Avesta a word to be found which
conveys the same or a similar meaning which has
been attached to the wapd “ Brihmanam” in the
Indian Literature. '

o The Brihmanam always presupposes the Mantra ;
for without the latter it would have no meaning, nay,
its very existence would be impossible, By ¢ Brih-
manam” we have always to understand that part of
the Veda (Brahmanical revelation) which contains
speculations on the meaning of the mantras,” gives
precepts for their application, relates stories of their
origin in connection with that of sacrificial rites, and
explaing the secret meaning of the latter. Tt is,
to say it'in short, a kind of primitive theology and
philosophy of the Brahmans, The objects for these
theological, philosopfgical, grammatical, ctymological,
and metrical speculations were the Mantras, and the
sacrifices, principally the great ones, for the perform-
ance of which the Brahmans were actually trained,
a custom which has obtained almost up to the
present day in some parts of India (such as Mahé-
rishtra).

? Ser my Esaays on the Sacred Language, Writings, and Religion
of the Parsis, pp. £25-29,
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N . . . 3
Etvmologically the word is derived from bralimans
which properly signifies the Brahma priest who must

Y Bralondn s derved from brahma. This is an abstract noun,
in the neuter gender, of a raot breh (original form bai k), to which
the two meanings **to raise,”” and “to grow ” are given by the
Indian grammarans — The Jatter thought both meanings so irvecon-
cileable that they <abstitated two roots bril. But there is eertainly
no necessity for that  What grows, becomes bigger, and higher,
and thus “rising in heaght,” s a necesgary consequence of growth,
1t is, however, very doubtfal whether the 1oot bk without a pre~
position (such as wd) can convey the meaning “to raise.””  The
meaning ** to grow ” v at anv e the eriginal one. Thus derived
brakma means orzigelly *growth,”  That this was the crgnel
sense of the word ¢ he proved from other reasons also.  Brahma
is the same word, in every respeet, as the bares'ma of the Zonq
Avesta, the b of Sansenit being changed according to the phonetica
laws of the Zend grammar, mto a sihilant. This means a bunch of
twigs tied together by a 1eed whieh i used up to the present day
by the Parsi priests when performing the HHoma ceremony.  The
Brahmans use at all thew sacufiees & buneh of kuva grass which is
also tied topether.  They call it Veda (see ASv. St 8,1, 11
vedam atnyiar pradiya vachayet 2. e. after having hauded over
to the Wife of the sacrificer that bunch of huva grass, which is
called Veda, o ®hould make her repeat this mantra, &e) "eda
iv a synonymous word for drahme; for the latter term iy ofien
explained by veda (so does Kaiyata i lus notes on DPatatjali's
explanation of Pinmi's Sitra 6, 3, 86, in the Mababbishya), and
thus adentified with the designation of the whole body of sacred
knowledwe of the Brahmans,  In the Nighantavas; the ancient col-
leetion of Vedie words, draluma ocenrs twice, onee as a name for
“Hood (2, 7), and another time as that for “wealth.””  Both these
meanings, principally the former, can casly be connected with that
of “growth,”  They appear to be foguded on passages of the
Brahmianas, where is said, that the Bralma is food.  In the Saimhita,
however, these meanings ave never te he met with, lut fiom this
erreumstunce 1t eertamly does not follow that they never existed.
I'he meaning attached to the word in the Samh pears to be that
of ““sacred bymni, chant.””  Riyana explaing it often by stofra, i. e.
the performance of the Sima chanters (see his Commentuy on
Rugveda, 7, 22, 9) or by sbotrine havimshicha (7,23, 1) i, e. chants
and offerings.  I'his meaning 15, however, not the original one, and
does even in the Sumlnfi hardly express its proper ense. It cannot
bo an equivalent either for mantra, or £iman, ov sto‘ram, or haws,
and if it appear to e used in one of these senses, it means their
common souree 5 for the hymu, repeated by the Tlotar, as well as
the chant of the Sama singers, and the obations given to the fire
by the Adhvaryn, are all cqually made sacied by weans of their
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know all Vedas, and understand the whole course
and meaning of the sacrifice.  Heis supposed to be a
perfect master of divinity, and has in this capacity to
direct and superintend the sacrificial ceremonies.
The most eminent of this class of pricsts laid down
rules for the proper performance of sacrificial rites,
explaiued them, and defended their own opinions, on
such topics against those of their antagonists ; more-
over they delighted in speculations on matters of a
" more nniversal character, on this ke, and that life,
on the best means of securing wealth, progeny, fame,
heaven, &c., on mind, soul, salvation, the Supreme

Being; the dictum of such a Brahma pricst who
passed as a great authority, was called a Brahmanam.

partieipation in the brahma.  Sueh expressions  ag, ““to make the
brahma,” “to stivup the brahma,”’ (bralma ginvats) throw some
light on its nature,  Thev show (as ono way clearly see fiom such
passages as Tartrvie Badhmanam 1, 1) that it was regarded as
alatent power, B b cny, whicl was to Ye stred up at the
tme of the perviormance of a eeremony,  The apparatus were the
saered  vessels, or the hymns, or chants,  No, at a4 certain
ceremony at the morimng libanon of the Soma feast, the Adhvaryu
and Pratipasthitar put the two Grahas (Soma eaps), called S'ukra
and Manthi (see At Be, 3, 1) together, and address them in - the
tollowing wav, ““ Puty ye two (Grahay'! together the Bralwa
may ye stiv it up for me,” &e. (Twthe, Br, 1,1). This evidently
means, that theso two Grahas ave put together for the purpose of
cliciting the Bralma-power, and all the other powers, dependent
upon it, such as the Kehattram, &e. The presence of the brakma
at every sactiflee is necessmy , for it is tho invisible link conneeting
the ecremony performed with the t‘rui(s‘\'ishcd for, such as sove-
reignty, leadership, eattle, food, &

Itis, as we have seen, symholieally veprgsented by a bunch of
kuv'a grass, which is always wandering fiom one person to another,
ay long as the suerifice lasts. It expiesses the productive power in
uvature, which manifests itself in the growth of plants, and all other
ereatures, The sacrificer wishes by means of the mystical process
of the sacgifice to gret hold ot it ; for only then he is sure of obtaining
anytiungWe might wish for, ’

h *




6 INTRODUCTION.

Strictlg, speaking, only the rule regarding the perform-
unce of a particular rite,* or the authoritative opinion
on a certain point of speculative theology went by
this name, and we have accordingly in the works
called Brahmanas, nothing more or less than collec-
tions of the dicta of those Brahma priests on the
topics mentioned.  Afterwards the term Brihmanam,
which originally signified only a single dictum, was
applied to the whole collection.

In a still more comprehensive sense we have to
understand by “ Brihmana,” a whole kind of litera-
ture, including the so-ealled Aranyakas and Upani-
shads.

Fach Veda has a Brihmanfm, or collection of the
dicta of Brahma pricsts, of its own.  But they also
show in style, expression, line of argnment, and ob-
ject and tendency of their speculatious, such a close
affinity, and even identity, that the common origin
of all Brahmanas is indisputable. They owe mainly
their origin to those DBrahmans who cohstituted
themselves into regular sacrificial congregations, in
order to perform the so-called Sattras or sacrificial
sessions, some of which could last for many years.
The legendary history of India knows of such sessions
which are said to have lasted for one hundred, and
even one thousand gears.® Though these reports

¢ 8o are, for instance, the rules given for the repetition of the
Darohanam (4, 19) quoted 23 a “ Bralmanam” (in G, 25). See
also 8,2. o

* Seo MahAbhérata 3, 10513, where a Sattra, Ish{dkrita by name,
ts mentioned as lasting for one thousand years. e
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arc; extravagant, they undoubtedly show thagathere
was a time in Hindostan when large bodies of
Brahmans speat almost their whole lives in sacri-
ficihg. This time is-to be sought for at a very early
period of Indian history ; for the Brihmanas with
their-frequent allusions and references to the Sattras
of the Rishis on the banks of the Sarasvati, and
those held by the balf mythical Afigiras, and by the
JAdityas (a class of gods), or even by the cows, trees,
snakes, &e., presuppose their existence from times
immemorial.  Likewise we find in the Mahibhérata
frequent mention made of these sacrificial sessions
which coustitute one of the characteristic features
of the carliest Brahmanic settlements m the north-
west of Hindostan. Itis chiefly at these Sattras
that we have to look for the development and re-
finement of the sacrificial art, and the establish-
ment of eértain rules regarding the performance of
sacrificial ceremonics.

When the Brahmanas were brought into that form,
inwhich we possess them now, not only the whole
kalpa (i. e. the way of performing the saerificial cere-
wonies) was ‘settled, save some minor points, but
even the symbolical and mystical meaning of the
majority of rites, It ook, no doubt, many centuries
before the almost endless number of rites and cere-
monics, and their ‘bewildering complications could
form themselves into such a regular system of
sacrificial rules, as we find already exhibited in the
Brihmanas. For the Sitras which belong to cach
class of Brahmanas generally coutain nothing novel,

.
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no inggvation in the sacrificial art; they supply only
the ('::’m'/ml form to a system which is already com-
plete in the Brihmanas, and serve as text books to
the sacrificial priests.  And even in their arrangenlent
they follow often their Brihmanas to which they
belong.  So for instance the fourth, fifth, and gixth
Adhyayas of the As'valfiyana Sitras, which treat of
the Agnizhtoma, Soma <acritice, and its modifica-
tions, Ukthya, Sholasi, and  Atiritra, closely
correspond to the thice first hooks, and the two first
chapters of the fourth, of the Aitareya Brihmanam ;
and the seventh and eighth Adhyava of those Satras
treat exactly of the same subjeets, as the three Jast
chapters of the fourth book, and the fifth and
sixth books of our Brihmanam, viz on the varions
parts of the Sattras, or sacrificial sessions, and
the mumerous recitations required for  their  per-
formance.  In many passages, the Aitargya Brih-
manam and the As'valayana Sitras even literally
agree.  The latter could, from their very nature as a
“strmg of rules™ for the guidance of the sacrificial
priests, dispense with almost all the numerous spe-
culations of the meaning and effect of certain verses
and rites, and all points of controversy in which
some of the Brilmanas abound; but as regards
the actual performance of rites, what mantras were
required at certain occasions, *and in what way
they were toshe repeated, the Sitras must give much
more detail and be far more complete than the
Brihmanas. From this nature of both classes of
works, and the relation in which they stand to one
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another, it would not he difficult to show, that, hoth
might have originated at the same time, Fz‘n)ini
distinguishes between old and new Brahmanas as well
as between old and new Kalpa works (Satras).  The
strict distinetion between a Brihmana and Satra
period is, on a closer inquiry, hardly tenable. The
Brihmanasgvere only more complete collections of
the same traditional stock which was in existence on
the sacrificial art and its meaning than the Ritrag,
which were compiled for practical purposes only,

We may safely conelude from the complicated na-
ture and the multitude of the Brahminical sacrifices
which were already developed and almost complete
the time of the composition of the Vedic hymns, nﬁ
only at that ol the Brihmanas, that the compilation
of sacrificial manuals containing all the rules for the
actual performance of the duties of a certain class
of priests «(such as the Hotris or repeaters of the
Rik verses, the Udgitris, the chanteis of the Rik
verses, ad the Adhvaryus, the manual labourers and
sacred cooks), was quite necessary at a very early
time, certainly not posterior to the collection of the
Mantras and *the dicta of the Brahma priests into
separate works,

The Sitras contain many special rules which will
he in vain sought for in the Brihmanas, but which
we there simply presupposed.  Sowe do not find,
for instance, the deseription of the Dars’apfinpama ishti
{the New and Tull Moon sacrifice), or that of the
Chaturmésya-ishti, in the Aitareya DBralimanam,
though their names are occasionally mentioned, but
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we find them in the As’valayana Sitras. The recital
of the Sémidheni verses (required when kindling the
fire at the commencement of any sacrificial rite) is
briefly mentioned in the Brihmanas, but minutely
described in the Sitras (1,2). That they were left
out in the Brihmanam cannot be accounted for by
assuming that their exposition was aliciy to the pur-
pose of its anthor, or that they werc unknown to him,
but only by belicving, that they were recarded as too
trivial matters, too commonly known to descrve any
special notice on his part.  Certain modifications in
repeating mantras (required at the great Soma sacri-
fices), such as the Dirohanam, the Nydiikha, the

eculiar construction and repetition of the Sholus'i
and Valakhilya Shastrds, &c. are in the Brihmanam
alhost as minutely and accurately described, as we
find them in the Sitras (compare, for instance, Ait.
Br.4, 19 with As'v.37.8.8,2). This clearly shows
that the authors of the Brihmanas knew as well all
the details of the sacrificial art, as the compilers of
the Satras. The circumstance that man.y such things,
as the recital of the Samidheni verses, &e. were
left out in the Brihmanam, though they are neither
very simple to comprehend, nor were they unknown,
entitles us to assume that they were taught in sepa-
rate treatises, which could be rothing else than works
like the present Sitras,

The Sitras which we possess at present are, no
doubt, posterior to the Brihmanas to which they
belong; but there is every reason to believe that
there were Satras more ancient, and simple in their
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style, which served the authors of the present ones as
sources of information, and these worlls may have
been coeval with the majority of our Brihmanas.

Although we cannot discover any material difference
between the Brahmanas and the Sitras so as to
regard the latter as developing and systematizing the
ideas contained in the former, as is the case with the
Vedénta philosophy in reference to the Upanishads,
yet there exists one between the Brahmanas, and the
Mantras and hymns. This difference is, however,
not very great, and can be accounted for partially from
other causes than that of age. Already the hymns
presuppose a settled ritual, and contain many specu~
lative ideas similar to those of the Brihmanas.

Nome scholars hold that the Occurrence of sacri-
ficial terms, or of philosophical and mystical ideas
are suggestive of the late date of the hymn in which
they are founds  But these circumstances do by no
means afford any sure test as to the relative age of
the Vedic hymns. One has even drawn a strict line
of distinction betweena Mantraand Chhandas period
assigning to the former -all the sacrificial hymmns, to
the latter those expressive of religious and devo-
tional feclings in general, without any reference to
sacrificial vites. But I have grave doubts whether
this distinction will prove tenable on further inqui-
rics, chiefly if this question as to the age of a cer-
tain hymn is made entirely to depend npon what
period (the Mantra or Chhandas period) it might
belong to. There are sacrificial hymns which, to
Judge from their style and their general ideas, must



14 . INTRODUCTION.

his constant assistant the Pratiprasthtar. That
there was a plurality of Adhvaryus already at the
time of the Rishis, we may learn from several pas-
sages of the Samhita of the Rigveda (2,37,2;8, 2, 4).

‘The fourth priest here mentioned is the Agnidhra;
for by the term Agnimindha we can only under-
stand him. His office appears to be very old and
he is once mentioned by his very name Agynidhra
in a Vedic song (2, 36, 4). Besides we meet with
the well known formula which he has, as the pro-
tector of the sacrifice, to repeat as often as the
Adhvaryn commences a set of oblations accom-
panied by the Anuvikyd and Yéjyd mantras of the
Hotar. This is astu srdushat (1, 139, 1), which he
has to 1epeat when the Adhvaryu calls upon him to
do so, by the formula é srdvaya.’  Before he repeats
it, he takes a wooden sword, called sphya® into his
hand, and ties round it twelve stalks of kus'a grass,
called idhmasannahandni (what is tied round the
wood) making three knots (trisandhana). He must
hold it up as long as the principal offerings last, from

7 This formula is repeated just before the commencement of the
so-called Praydjas. As'val. 8. 8. 1, 4, pives the following rules :
Adhvaryur dsidvayati pratydsrdvayed dgnidho ok, i. e, the Adli-
varyu calls, ¢ 8sdvaya, to which the Agnidhra rcspnnds by astu
&'rdushat,  Both formulas are mentioned or alluded to in two Stitras
of Panini (8, 2, V1-92), who Iu.wh«-a that the first vowel in s’rdushat,
and the fiist nnd second in ¢ ¥rdvaya are to be promounced in
the pluta way, i. e. with three moras. negurding ¥'rdushat As'val,
gives the same rule (uxlu & dushat iti auharam plivayan); but
the pronunciation of ¢ & draya he docs not particnlarly mention,

¢ Other interprotations have been given of this word by European
scholars,  But being myself in possession of a sphya, and having seen
its use at the ~nmnuc I can prove beyond any doubt, that it isa
wooden sword.
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the time of the beginning of the Prayfijas till the
Svishtakrit is over. The purpose of this act as ex-
plained by the Shrotriyas (sacrificial priests) of the
present day is to keep the Rakshas and evil spirits away
from th~ sacrifice. Now the whole ceremony, along
with the formulas used, resembles so closely what
is recorded in the Zend-Avesta of the angel Sraosha
(now called Serosh), that we can fairly conclude that
the office, or at any rate the duties, of the Agnidhra
priests were already known to the Aryas before the
Iranians scparated from the Indians, Serosh, as
may be seen from the Serosh Yasht (Yasna 57), holds
in his hand a sword (s'naithis) in order to fight
against the Devas, and to keep them away from the
creation of Ormazd. Ie first spread the sacred grass
ot twigs ; he first repeated (frus’rdvayat) the sacred
prayers. His very name S"aoshe reminds of the
call s'raushat. One of the dudes of the Agnidhra,
or Agunit, was to kindle the fire. Such an office is
known also to the Parsi ritual. It is that of the
Atarevaksho, i. e. who feeds the fire, a name often
applied to the Rathwi, in which we have recognised
the Adhvaryu.

The fifth priest is the Grivagrébha, a name no
further mentioned in other Vedic books. Sfyana-
identifies him with the Grévastut® of the ceremonial
of the Brihmanas. The office of the latter is to
repeat the PAvamdnya verses when the Soma juice
is being prepared. But the name Gidvagribha

20n his office, see 6, 1-2, pp. 379-80.
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implies more, for it means, one who holds, or seizes
the Griivanas ¥ (Soma squeezing stones). This is
done by the Adhvaryu himself. ‘Tn ancient times
the Soma juice was very likely extracted by that
pricst who had to repeat the mantras for the purifi-
cation of the Soma juice, that is, by the Gravastut.
Such a priest who was engaged in the preparation of
the Soma (Homa) juice is also known in the Zend-
Avesta, Ilis name there is avanan, ! 4. e. one who
makes or prepares the havana = savana * libation.” .
The sixth priest mentioned in the As'vamedha
hymn is the S'whstar, i. e. the repeater of Shastras,
This is no doubt the Maitrivaruna of the later ritual,
who is several times mentioned by the name of
Pras'dstar in other passages of the Samhith (1, 94, 6)
and in the Brihmanas. Shyana takes the same view.
Besides the names of the ofticiating priests, we
have to examine som8 of the technical terms of the
sacrificial art. In the 15th verse we find the expres-

0 Sce the note on the preparation of the Soma to 7, 32
pp. 488-90,

1! See Vid'parad 8, 1. The term havana occurs in the Githiis for
Iloma (Yasna, 10).  That it means the same as the Vedic swvane
with which it is identical follows unmistakeably from the context.
A fratarem havanem and an uparem havamem, thatis, a first and
second libation, are even distinguished (Yasna 10, 2 ed. Westergaard),
The fratarem havanem is the prital savanam, . e. morning libation
of the ritual books; the uparem, 1. e, latter, following, corresponds
to the mddhyandina savanam. The Pursi priests prepare up to
the present day actually the Homa juice twice when performing the
Houaa ceremony, The first preparation takes place hefore the Zotn
(the Hotar of the Brahmans) appears; the second commeuces at
the beginning of the proper ceremony, and is finished along with it.
The Zota drinks the Homa which was prepared first by the Raspi
(Adhivaryu); that one prepared during the ceremony is thrown into
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sions, ishtam, vitam, abligiirtam, vashathritam, which
all refer to the repetition of the Yajyd mantra by
the Hotar when the Adhvaryu is ready to throw the
offering into the fire. Ishtam is the technical term
for prououncing the Yijyd mantra itself; abhigirtam,
which is the same as dgurtam, signifies the formula
ye ywjamahe (generally called dgur) which always
precedes the Yijya verse; vashathritam is the pro-
nunciation of the formula zdushat at the end of the
Yijya verse ; vitam refers to the formula Agne vili,
which follows the rashatkira, and is itself followed
by another vaskathdra (the so-called Anuvashatkira).

Let us now sum up the cvidence furnished by
this sacrificial hymn as bearing upon the history of
the sacrificial art in its relationship to the mass of
other Vedic songs on the one, and to the Brihmanas
on the other side.

In examining the names of the officiating priests,
we can here discover only two classes instead of the
four, known to other Vedic hymns, and principally
to the Brihmanas. We have only Adhvaryus and
Hotris, but no Brahma priests, and no Udghtris
(chanters).  Without the two latter classes no solemn
sacrifice at which Soma was used could be per-
formed even at a time far anterior to the Briihmanas.
There is no doubt, the introduction of each of these
two classes marks a new epoch in the history of
the sacrificial art, just as the separation of the
offices of Adhvaryu and Ilotar in the ante-Vedic
times, indicates the first step in the development pf

the art of sacrificing, At that carly time when the
c*
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Iranians left their Indian brethren on account of a
bitter religious countest, which is known in the Brih-
manas as the struggle between the Devas and Asuras,
already the officcs of an Adhvaryu and Hotar were
distinct, as we may learn from the Zend-Avesta,
which exhibits the religion of the Asuras (Ahura
religion, its professors calling themselves aluro-
thésho=usura-diksha, i. e. initiated into the Asura
rites).

But the offices of Udgétris and that of the Brahma
priests were not known to the Aryas at that time ; they
were introduced subsequently after the separation.
In many Vedic hymns we find, however, the duties
principally of the former class (the chanters) men-
tioned. They are often juxtaposed with those of the
Hotars. The term for the performance of the Hotri-
priests is s, to praise, recite; that for that of the
UdgAtris stu or gdi to sing (see, for instance, Rigveda
Satmb. 8, 1, 1; 6, 62, 5; 6, 69, 2-3) ; besides the tech-
nival names uhtha==Shastra and Stoma, sima, are
frequently to be met with (see 8, 1,156; 3, 3. 6;6,3;
16,9:14,11; 6, 24,7 &c.) Now the absence of all
such terms, indicatory of the functions of the Udga-
tris (chanters) in the As’vamedha hymn is certainly
remarkable. Their not oceurring might, perhaps, be
accounted for by the supposition, that the chanters
were not required at the horse sacrifice. It is true
several smaller sacrifices, such as the Dars‘apiirna-
misa, the Chaturmésya Ishtis and the animal sacri-
fige (if performed apart without forming part of a
Soma sacrifice) are performed without any chanting;
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but for Soma sacrifices of whatever description, the
chanters are as indispensable as the Ifotars, That
the As'vamedha was connected with a Soma sacrj-
tice’® already at the time of the composition of the
hymn in question, undoubtedly follows from the
oftice of Grdvagrabha being mentioned in it; for this
priest is only required for the extracting of the Soma
Juice, and has nothing whatever to do with any other
sacrificial rite. The mentioning of the S'amstar
(Maitrivaruna) is another indication that the As'va-
medha already at that early time was accompanied
by a Soma sacrifice.  For one of the principal duties
of the Maitrivaruna, who may be called the first
assistant of the Hotar, is to repeat Shastras, which
are only required at Soma sacrifices as the necessary
accompaniments of all chants.

Besides the Udgitris we miss the class of the
Brahma priests, viz. Brahmf, Brahmanfchafgi, and
Subrahmanya, whose services are required at all
great sacrifices.  The Brahmi can not, even at small
sacrifices, such as the Darsapiirnamisa Ishti, be
dispensed with. The Brahmanachamsi and Subrah-
manya are at Soma sacrifices as indispensable as the
Maitrivaruna ; the first has to repeat also Shastras
for the chants, the latter to vite every day Indra to
the Soma feast (sce the note to G, 3, pp. 382-84).

The introduction of the Brahma priest marks no
doubt a new era in the history of the sacrificial art;

'* According to As'val, ST. Stitres (10, 8} there are thre
ding $val, ST, ¢ Noms
days (sutydni) required for the horse snrifice,
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for to judge from the nature of his duties as super-
intendent of the sacrifical ceremonies, he was only
necessary at a time when the sacrifice had become
already very complicated, and was liable to many
mistakes. The origin of the office dates earlier than
the Brihmanas. Unmistakcable traces of it are to be
found already in the Samhitéi of the Rigveda. Inone
passage 1,10, 1, the Brahmi priests (brakmdnas) are
juxtaposed with the Ilotris (arkinal) and Udgitris
(géyatrinak). They are there said to “ raise Indra
justas (one raises) a reed.” Similarly we find together
gdyata chant, s'ams’ate praise, and brakma hkrinuta
make the Brahma (8, 32, 17). In 10, 91, 10 the
Brahm) is mentioned along with other priests also;
such as the Potar, Neshtar, &c. The little work done
hy the Brahmi priests, or rather their idleness, is
mentioned, 8,92, 30, “ do not be as lazy as a Brahma
priest” (mo shu brahmeva tandrayur blowal). That the
Brahmé priests were thus reproached may clearly be
seen from Ait. Brihm. 5, 34. The Brahma_ priest is
the speaker or expounder of religious matters (10,71,
11; 117, 8), in which capacity they became the anthors
of the Brihmanas. That the Brahmé was expected to
know all secret things may be inferred from several
passages (10, 85, 3; 16; 35 ; 36). Brihaspati, the
teacher of the cods, is also called drakmd (10, 143, 3),
and Aeni is honoured with the same name (7, 7, ),
as well as his pious worshippers of old, the so-called
Afigirasah (7, 42, 1). Sometimes the name signifies
the Brahman as distinguished from the Kshattriya
(bralonani rdjani vd 1,108, 7).
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It is certainly remarkable, that none of the Brahmi
priests is to be found among the pricsts enumerated
in the As'vamedha hymn, and we may safely con-
clude, that their offices were not known at that time.
The word bratma (neuter) itself occurs in it (in the
seventecnth verse), “1f any one in order to make
thee sit did thee harm by kicking thee with his heels,
or striking thee with a whip violently so that thou
didst snort, 1 cause all to go off from thee by means
of the Brahma, just as I make flow (the drops of
melted butter) by means of a Sruch (sacrificial spoon)
over the piece which is among the ready-made offer-
ings (adhvareshu).”  Brahma has here very likely
its original meaning, “ the sacrificial grass” or a cer-
tain bunch of it (see the note on pages 4, 5).  For the
meaning “prayer,” which is here given to it by Sayana,
does not suit the simile.  In order to understand it
fully, one has to bear in mind that the Adhvaryu after
having cooked and made ready any offering (Purodasa
or flesh, or Charu, &c.) generally pours from a Sruch
some drops of melted butter over it. Now the
brahma by means of which the priest is to soothe all
injury which the sacrificial horse may have reccived
lrom kicking orstriking, is compared with this Sruch;
the drops of melted butter are then the several stalks
of the bunch of the sacrificial grass, required at all sa-
crifices and their taking out, and throwing away (as
isdone at all sacrifices, see note 8 to page 79) is
compared to the flowing of the drops from the
sacrificial spoon.

Not only is the nu
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ceremonies are also more simple. It appears from
verse 15th, that there was no Puronuvikyi or intro-
ductory mantra required, but the Yijyi alone was
sufficient. The latter consisted already of the same
parts as in the Brahmanas, viz. the Agur, the Yajyd
mantra, the Vashatkira and Anuvashatkéra (see note
32 to page 95, page 126, and note 11 to page 133-34).
The Agur or the introductory formula ye yajémahe
t. e. “ what (gods are), those we worship by sacrific-
ing,” is very ancient, and seems to go back even
beyond the properly so-called Vedic times ; for we
meet it even with the same name already in the Zend-
Avesta (see note 11 to page 134); even a large
number of the Parsi prayer formulas commence with
it up to this day, viz. ynzdmaidé. The Vashatkira
or the call vdushat, and the Anuvashatkéra, or the
second call vdushat preceded by Agne »ihi, i.e.
“ Agni eat (the food)” must be also very old, though
we do not find any trace of them in the Parsi ritual,
which circumstance can be, however, easily accounted
for, The first call vdushat being required in the
very moment of the offering being thrown into the
fire, and the second at once after it, there was no
occasion for them at the Zoroastrian sacritices; for
the priests are not allowed to throw flesh, or I{oma,
or even cakes into the fire; they have only to show
their offerings to the sacred clement. In the Sain-
hitd itself, the Vashatkdra is frequently mentioned,
and in hymns which show by no means a modern
origin (see 1, 14, 8; 120,4; 21,5;7,14,3; 15,6;
99, 7 &c); some of them apparently allude to the
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Anuvashatkara, (so, for instance, 7, 156, semdm vetu
vashatkritim, may he eat this piece offered by the
call vdushat ! vi (in vthi) being one of the character-
istic terms of the Anuvashathéra).

From all we have seen as yet it clearly follows
that the As'vamedha hymn is by no means a late,
but a very early production of Vedic poetry, and
that consequently a strict distinction between a
Chhandas and Mantra period, making the former by
about two hundred years older than the latter, is
hardly admissible.

The same result is to be gained from a more close
examination of other pre-eminently sacrificial hymns,
which all would fall under the Mantra period. There
being here no occasion to investigate into all hymns
of that character, I will only here make some remarks
on the Nabhénedishtha hymns (10, 61-62). Their
history is given in the Ait. Brdhm. itself (5, 14).
They are traced to Manu, the progenitor of the human
race, who gave them to his son Nibhincdishtha.
He should communicate them to the Afigiras, for
enabling them to perform successfully the ceremonies
of the sixth day (in the Shalaha, see note 9 to page
279), and receive all their property as a sacrificial
reward,

This whole story appears to have no other founda-
tion' but the two hymns themselves, principally the

'3 1t is to be found also with little difference in the Talttiriya
Saimhitd 3, 1, 9,4-6. Instead of the two Siktas (hymns) Manu
there is sail to have given hix con a Brilmanam on a certain rite
concerning the sharc of Rudra in the Soma libation, to help the
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latter. The first is very difficult to understand, the
second is on the whole simple. Both are by tradi-
tion ascribed to Nabhénedishtha, the son of Manu,
whose existence is very doubtful. They differ so
much in style, that they cannot have the same author.
Several traits of the legend, however, are to be found
in them. The refrain of the first four verses of 10, 62
which is addressed to the Afigiras, “ receive the son
of Manu” re-occurs in the legend ; also the gift of a
thousand. “In a verse of the tormer (10, 61, 18) the
word ndbhidnedishtha occurs, but it does not mean
there a human, but some divine being. I give the
18th and 19th verses in translation.

(18) “ lis relative, the wealthy Nébhdnedishtha
who, directing his thoughts towards thee, speaks on
looking forward (as follows) ¢ this our navel is the
highest; as often as required I was behind him (the
Nabhénedishtha on earth).” ”

(19) ¢ This is my navel, here is what resides with
me; these gods are mine; I am everything. Those
who are first horn, and those who arc born for a
second time (by reproduction),—the cow milked that
(seed) from the truth, (and) they are born.”*

From these two verses as well as from
several others in it (principally 2 and 5-8 de-
scribing  Prajapati's illicit intercourse with his

Angiras to heaven,  The “sixth day”* is not mentioned in it. The
man in & ““ blackish dress ”” of the Aitareya Br. is here called Rudra.

" The explanation given by Sayana of these difficult verses is very
artificial. He tries to get out of the hymn everywhere the story
told of NAbhancdishtha in the Ait. Br, 5, 14,
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daughter, see Ait. Br. 3, 33) we may clearly
perceive that Néabhanedishtha and the hymn in
question refer to generation. This view is fully
corroborated by the application of it at the sacrifice,
as expounded by the Bralhmanam, and as even pre-
supposed in the hymn itsclf.

We know [rom various passages of the Brahmanas,
that one of the principal acts of the sacrificial priests
was to make a new Dbody to the sacrificer, and pro-
dice him anew by mantras, and vavious rites, by
making him mystically undergo the same process to
which he owed his natural life.  So, for instance,
the whole Pravaraya ceremony (see hote 1 to pages
41-43), the Ajya and Pra-uga Shastras (see Ait. Br.
2, 59-88; 5, 2) of the morning libation, and the so-
called Shilpa Shastras (6, 27-31) of the Hotri-pricsts
are intended for this purpose.  Of the lattér the two
Nabhanedishtha hymos form the two first purts, re-
presenting the sced cflused, and its transformation to
an embryo'in its rudest state (sce 6, 27),  Nabhdine-
dishtha s the sperm when eflused; after having
undergone some change in the wowb, itis called
Nardswmsa®  That the hymn originally had such
1 mystical sense, is evident from the two first
verses :

'3 Thiy idea must be very old; for we find an unmistakeablo trace
ofit in the Zoronstrian tradition. So we read in the Bundehesh (page
80 in Westergaard’s edition of the Pelilevi text) that the angel Nerio-
seng (neriowng yazd = nar ds'ainsa yajata in Sanserit) intercepted
the three purticles of sperm which Zoroaster is said to have once lost,
wnd out of which the three great prophets, Oshadar (bim:), Oshadar
mih, oud Sosiosh are expected to spring at the end of the world,
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(1) “May thisawful Brahma, which he (Prajépati)
thus skilfully pronounced in words at the congregation,
at the assembly, fill the seven Hotars on the day of
cooking (the sacrificial food), when his (the sacri-
ficer's) parents (and other) liberal men (the priests)
are making (his body).”

(2) “ He established (as place) for the reception
of his gift the altar (vedi), destroying and ejecting
the enemy with his weapons. (After having thus made
the place safe) he then hastily under a very loud ciy
poured forth his sperm in one continuous {stream).”

The meaning of these two verses can only be the
following : the poct who was no doubt a sacrificial
priest himself wishes, that the hymn which he regards
as a revelation from Prajépati, who repeated it at the
great sacrificiul session which he is so frequently
said to have held, may fill the scven Hotri-priests
when they, with the same liberality as Prajdpati
(when he poured forth his sperm) arer like parents
making by their hymns the new celestial body to
the sacrificer.  The place for reception of the seed
poured out mystically in prayer by the Hotars, is the
altar; for standing near it (and cven touching it with
their feet) they repeat the mantras. The reason that
they have to regard the Vedi as the safe receptacle
of the seed, is to be sought for in the antecedent of
Prajéipati, who prepared it for the purpose, defending

Nerioseng clothed the said sperms with lustre and strength (rosnas
Zor), and handed them over to Anghit (the Persian Venus) to lovk
at them. They are guarded against the attacks of the Devas (the
Indian gods) by 999,999 Frohars (a kind of angels),
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it ‘against the attacks of enemies. After having
made it safe, he poured out his seed whence then all
creatures sprang (see Ait, Br. 3, 34).

Nabhinedishtha is, according to the verses above
quoted, the heavenly guardian of all germs of genera-
tion; all, gods, men, beasts, &c. come from him.
His assistance is required when the sacrificial priests
are producing the new celestial body of the sacrifiter.
He looks down from heaven at his relative, that is,
the sceds containing the germ of new life poured out
mystically by the Iotars in their prayers.  His navel
is the ceatre of all births in the universe; as being
ncarest (‘ nearest to the navel ” is the literal meaning of
nébhdnedishtha) heis the guardian of all seeds. Every
seed on earth has only effect as far as he participates
in it. We have here the Zoroastrian idea of the

. Fravashis (Frohars) who are the prototypes of all
. things existing.’®  The word ndbhdnedishtha must be
very old; for we find it several times in the form
wbdnasdista in the Zend Avesta. It is an%pithet of
the Fravashis (Yasna 1, 18. Yashts 13, 156), and
signifies the lineal descendants in future generations!
(Vend. 4, 5-10 Westergaard).

16 Sce my Essays on the Sacred Language, Writings and Religion of
‘he Parsis, page 186,

17 This is the sense of nardm wmabdndzdistandm, in the fourth
Frargard of the Vendidid, In the passnge in question the punishment
consequent on the breach of a prowisc is said to extend to so and so
many nardm nabinazdiztandm, literally men who are nearest the navel
of the offender, that is, his lineal descendants. The Pehlevi translation
gives in its notes about the same mcaning toit. So it has for instance
t0 4, 5 the note : 300 ganat bim diresn * for three hundred years there
will be danger (for the nabdnazdistas)” This is also the opinion of
many Desturs, '
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Although the Nibhinedishtha hymn (10, 61) is
purely sacrificial, and composed at a time when the
Rishis already indulged in speculations on the
mystical meaning of sacrificial rites, no trace' can
be found, to show that it is a modein composi-
tion. The circumstance, that it is already in the
Aitareya Brihmanam traced to Manu, the proge-
nitor of the human race, shows, that its origin
is entirely lost in the depths of antiquity. The
mentioning of Kualshivan in verse 10, and the
occurrence of the “seven [Totars” (in the 1st verse)
ate no proofs of a late origin.  For Kakshivau
appears as a celebrated Rishi, who was distinguished
as a great chanter and Soma drinker in many other
passages, principally in the first book (sce Rigveda
Samh. 1,18, 1-2; 51, 13; 116, 7; 117, 6; 4, 26, 1)
who enjoyed the special favour of the As'vins, 1 is
to the majority of the Vedic Rishis whose hymns are
kept, a personage of as remote an antiquity as Kdvya
Us'anas, the Aiigiras, &c. The “ seven  Hotars” 1
oceur several times besides (3,29, 145 §, 49, 16),
most of them with their very names, viz. Potar,
Neshtar, Agnid, Pras’astar, &e. (1,15,2:5; 95 1,94,
6510, 91, 10).

The second Nibhinedishtha hymn is certainly
later than the first, and contains the germs of the
later legend on Nibhinedishtha. The reason that
it was also referred to him, is certainly to be sought

18 They are, aceording to the Brahmanas (see  Ait. Br. 6,10-12),
lotar, Maitvivaruna, Bidhmanichhaihsi, Achhivika, Potar, Neshitar
and Agunidhra,
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for in the 4th verse, where is said, “ This one
(i. e. 1) speaks through the navel (ndbhd), hails
you, in your- residence; hear, O sons of the gods,
ye¢ Rishis, (to my speech).” The song is addressed
to the Afigiras, who are requested to reccive the
poet. The gift of thousand is also mentioned.

Let us, after this discussion regarding the antiquity
of the As'vamedha and NAbhénedishtha hymns,
return to the geueral question on the relationship
between the pre-eminently sacrificial mantras, and
the other production of Vedic poetry.

If we look at the history of poetry with other
nations, we nowhere find profane songs precede
religious poetry. The latter owes its origin entirely
to the practical worship of beings of a higher order,
and must, as every art does, go through many phases
before it can arrive at any state of perfection and
refinement. Now in the collection of the hymns of
the Rigveda, we find the religious poetry already so
highly developed, the language so polished, the
metres already so artificially composed, as to justify
the assumption, that the songs which have reached
our time, are not the carliest productions of the
poetical genius, and the devout mind of the ancient
Indians. Generations of poets and many family

% This expression appears to be strange. It implis a very ancient
iden, which must have been current with the Iranians and Indians
alike. The navel was regarded as the seat of an internal light, by
means of which the seers received what they called revelation, 1t is
up to the preseut day a belief of the Parsi priests, that the Desturs or
High-priests have a fire in their navel, by means of which they can
see things which are hidden, This reminds us of some phenomena in
modern somnambulism,

d*
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schools in which sacred poetry was regularly taught,
just as the art of the bards and scalds with the Celtic
and Scandinavian nations, must have preceded that
petiod to which we owe the present collection. ,If
an old song was replaced by a new one, which
appeared more beautiful and finished, the former was
in most cases, irrecoverably lost. Old and new poets
are frequently mentioned in the hymus of the Rigveda ;
but the more modern Rishis of the Vedic period
appear not to have regarded the productions of their
])l(‘deCCSSOTS with any p'uti(,uhr reverence W]li(ll
might have induced them to keep thur early relics.
Now the question arises, are the ﬁlms hed and
polished hymns of the Rigveda with their artificial
metres the most ancient relics of the whole religiouns
literature of the Brahmans, or are still more ancient
pieces in the other Vedic writings to be found? It
is hardly credible, that the Brahmanical priests em-
ployed at their sacrifices in the earliest times hymns
similar to those which werc used when' the ritual
became settled. The first sacrifices were no doubt
simple offerings performed without much ceremonial,
A few appropriat¢’ solemn words, indicating the
giver, the nature of the offering, the deity to
which as well as the purpose for which it was offered,
and addresses to the objects that were offered,
were sufficient.  All this could be embodied in the
sacrificial formulas known in later times principally
by the name of Yajus, whilst the older one appears
to have been Ydja (preserved in pra-ydja, anu-ydja,
&c). The invocation of the deity by different names,
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and its invitation to enjoy the meal prepared, may be
equally old. It was justly regarded only as a kird
of Yajus, and called Nigada® or Nivid. The latter
termi was principally applied to the enumeration of
the titles, qualities, &c. of a particular deity, accom-
panied with an invitation. At the most ancient
times it appears that all sacrificial formulas were
spoken by the ITotar alone; the Adhvaryu was only
his assistant, who arranged the sacrificial compound,
provided the implements, and performed all manual
labour, It was only at the time when regular me-
trical verses and hymns were introduced into the
ritual, that a part of the duties of the Iotar devolved
on the Adhvaryu. There are in the present ritual,
traces to be found, that the Hotar actually must have
performed part of the duties of the Adhvaryu.

According to the ritual which appears to have been
in force for the Jast three thousand years without
undergoing any considerable change, it is one of the
principal duties of the Adhvaryu to give orders
(praisha) to most of the officiating priests, to perform
their respective daties. Now at several occasions,
especially at the more solemn sacrifices, the order is to
be given either by the Hotar himself, or his principal
assistant, the Maitrivaruna. So for instance, the
order to the slaughterers of the sacrificial animal,

* Sce  Madhustidana's Prosthinabheda in Weber's Indische
Studien, 1. page 14, and the Bhagavata Puripa 12, 6, {2 (in
the Bombay edition) where the yajurgany, i. e. the scrles of Yajus
mantras is called nigada. Madhusiidana comprises by this name, as
It appears, principally the Praishas or orders by the Adhvaryu to
the other priests to do their respective duties,
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which is known by the name of Adhrigu-Praisha-
mantra (see Ait. Br. 2, 6-7) is given by the Hotar
himself, though the formulas of which it is composed
have all characteristics of what was termed in the
ritual Yajus, and consequently assigned to the Adh-
varyu. At the Soma sacrifice all orders to the Hotar
to repeat the YAjyA mantra, before the libations are
thrown into the fire, are to be given by the Maitriva-
runa, and mot by the Adhvaryu, The formulas by
which the gods are called to appear, the address to
the fire when it is kindled arc repeated by the Hotar,
not by the Adhvaryu, though they cannot be termed
rik, the repetition of which alone was in later times
regarded as incumbent upon the Hotar. The later
rule, “ The Hotar performs his duties with the Rig-
veda” (in the introductory chapter to the Hiranya-
kes'i and Apastamba Sriuta Sitras) is therefore not
quite correct. The Hotar himself even saciifices on
certain occasions what is,according to the later ritual,
to be done by the Adhvaryu alone, or, when the offer-
ing is given as penance, by the Brahmd. So, for
instance, he sacrifices melted butter before repeating
the As'vina Shastra (see the note to 4, 7, page 2068),
which is, as far as its principal parts are concerned,
certainly very ancicnt.

Now if we compare the sacrificial formulas as
contained in the Yajurveda, and principally the
so-called Nigadas, and Nivids, preserved in the Brih-
manas and Sétras with the bulk of the Rigveda
hymns, we come to the conclusion, that the former
are more ancient, and served the Rishis as a kind of
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sacred text, just as passages of the Bible suggest
ideas to religious poets among Christians, That
Vedic poets were perfectly acquainted with several of
suclt formulas and addvesses which are still extant,
can be proved beyond any doubt.

Reserving a more detailed treatment of this im-
portant question to a future occasion, I here instance
only some of the most striking proofs. ‘

On reference to the Nivid inserted in the Vais'va-
deva hymn at the Vais'vadeva Shastra, and my re-
marks on it (see pages 212-13), the reader will find,
that the great Rishi Vis'vimitra, who with some of
his sons are the poets of many hymns which we
now possess (as, for instance, of the whole third
Mandala), knew this ancient sacrificial formula very
well; for one of its sentences setting forth the num-
ber of deities is alluded to by him,

Certain stercotyped formulas which occur in every
Nivid, to whatever deity it might be addressed,
occur in hymns and even commence them. I in-
stance the hymn predam brakma (8,37), which is
certainly an allusion to the sentence which occurs
in all Nivids, predam bralma predam kshattram (se¢
note 25 on page 189). That the coincidence is no
mere chance follows from some other characteristic
Nivid terms made use of in the hymnin question ;
compare dvitha pra sunvatah with predam sumyantam
{ynjamdnam avate in all Nivids, and kshattriya tvam

wast with predam kshattram (avatu).

The Subrahmanyf formula, which is generally

alled a Nigada (see on it the note to 6, 3 on pages
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383-84) is unmistakeably alluded to in the hymn, I,
51, principally in the first and thirteenth verses. In
both, Indrais called mesha a ram, and vrishanasvasya
mend. '

The call of the Agnidhra, astu s'rdushat, as well as
the Agur addressed to the Hotar, hotd yakshat, were
known to the Rishis, as we learn from 1, 139, 1. 10.

The so-called Rituyéjas which are extant in a par-
ticular collection of sacrificial formulas, called praisha
stikla ov praishddhyaya, occur even with their very
words in several hymns, such as 1, 15; 2,37. (Onthe
Rituydjas, see note 35 on pages 135-36.)

The so-called Apri hymns are nothing but a
poctical development of the more ancient Prayajas,
and Anuyfjas (Compare the notes 12 on page 18;
14 on pages 81-82; and 25 on page 110.)

Many hymns were directly composed not only for
sacrificial purposes in general, but even for particular
rites. This is principally the case with several
hymns of Vis'vimitra, So, for instance, the whole of
hymn 3,8 anjanti tvdm adhvare (see about it, Ait.
Br. 2, 2) refers only to the anointing, erecting, and
decorating of the sacrificial post; 3,21 is evidently
made for addressing the drops of melted butter which
drip from the omentum, over which they were poured
(see Ait. Br.2,12); 3,52 celebrates the offering of
the Puroddsa consisting of fried grains, pap, &c.
which belongs to each Soma libation (see Ait. Br.
2, 23).

The first ten hymns of the first book of the Rig-
veda Safhit contain, as it appears, the Soma ritual
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of Madhuchhandds, the son of Vis'vamitra. It
provides, however, only for two libations, viz. the
morning and midday. The first hymn has exactly
the nature of an Ajya hymn, which forms the
principal part of the first Shastra, the so-called
Ajya. The second and third hymns contain the
Pra-uga Shastra, which is the sccond at the morn-
ing libation, in all its particulars. The following
seven hymns (4-10) all celebrate Indra, and it ap-
pears from some remarks in the Ait. Br. (3, 20, page
1992), that in ancient times the midday libation be-
lonoed exclusively to Indra. The ritual for the
evening libation is of so peculiar a nature, and so
tomplicated, that we must ascribe to it quite a dif-
ferent origin than to the two other libations.
t The hymns 12-23 appear to contain a more com-
prehensive ritnal of the Kanva family, which is an-
pient. The 12th hymn (the first in this collection) is
hddressed to the Agni of the ancestors, the pravara,
who must be invoked at the commencement of every
acrifice ; it contains three parts of the later ritual—
) the pravare, b) the invocation of Agni by the
Nigada, and ¢) the request to Agni to bring the gods
the so-called devdvahanam). The 13th is an Apri
akta containing the Prayijas, which accompany the
ery first offerings at every s.crifice.

These three hymns were, it appears, appropriate
»a simple Ishti, as it precedes every greater sacri-
ce.  The following hymns refer to the Soma sacri-
ce. The 15th is a Rituydija hymn; the Rituydjas
ways precede the Ajya Shastra, The hymus from



36 INTRODUCTION,

16-19 contan a ritual for the midday libation, and in
20-22 we find the principal deities of the Shastras of
the evening libation,

The hymns from 44-50 in the first book by Pras-
kanva, the son of Kanva, contain, if the Indra hymn
51) is also reckoned, all the principal deities, and
metres of the As'vina Shastra, the former even in
their proper order, viz. Agni, Ushis, the Asving,
Sirya, Indra (sce Ait. Br. 4, 7-11),

These instances, which could he casily greatly
enlarged, will, I think, sutfice to show that the ritual
of the Brihmanas in its main {eatures, was almost
complete at the time when the principal Rishis, suel
as the Kanvas, Vis'vimitra, Vasishtha, &e. lived.

I must lay particular stress on the Nivids which |
helieve to be more ancient than almost all the hymn:
contained in the Rigveda,  The principal ones (ninc
in number) are all to be fonnd in the notes to my trans
lation of the 3rd Pafichiki (hook). That no attention
has been paid as yet to these important document
by the few Vedie scholars in Euvope, is principall
owing to the circumstance of their not having heci
known to them. It being now generally believed
that the earliest rclics of Vedie literature are to b
found only in the Rigveda Sambhitd, it is of cours
incumbent on me to state brictly the reasons why
refer the so-called Nivids to a still more remot
antiguity.

The word nivid frequently occurs in the hymn
and even with the epithet pirva or piirvya old (se
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1,89,3;95,2;2,36,6) The Marutvatiya Nivid 2!
s, a5 it appears, even referred - to by Vimadeva
4,18, 7, compared with note 25 on page 189); the
epetition of the Nivids is juxtaposed with the per-
ormance of the chanters, and the recital of the
hastras (6, 67, 10).  The Brihmanam regards the
Nivids, particularly that one adressed to Agni, " as
hose words of Prajapati, by mcans of which he
wreated sall beings (see Ait. Br. 2, 33-34). That sush
v idea, which entirely coincides with the Zoroas-
vian of  Ahuramazda (Ormazd) having created the
vorld through the* yathd-ahi-vairyd prayer (see the
fith chapter of the Yasma), must he more ancient
han the, Prihmanas, we learn from.a hymn of the
Id Rishi Kutsa, who is already in many Vedie songs
wked upon as a sage of the remote.gast. Ile says
1,96, 2) that Agni created by means of the “ first
Vivid” the creatures of the Manus (sce pagc‘]43).
1, 89, 3-1, anold Nivid appears to be quoted.
‘or the words which follow the sentence “ we call
hem with the old Nivid” hear quite the stamp of
uch a picee. .
Many Nivids, even the majority of them, are cer-
wily lost.  But the few picces of this kind of re-
igious literature which are still extant, are sufficient
oslow that they must be very ancient, and are not
0 be regarded as fabications of the sucrificifl priests
t the times when the Brihmanas were composed.

** When the word nirid appears often in the plural, then the several
flas, of which the Nivid consists, arc to bg understoo |,

e
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Their style is, in the main, just the same in which the
hymus are composed, and far more ancient than'that
of the Brihmanas, They contain in short sentences
the principal names, epithets, and feats of the de’lty
invoked. They have no regular metre, but a kind of
rhythmus; or even a purallelismus membrorum us
the ancient Ilehrew poctiy.

The circumstance that in the ritual suth a para-
mdunt importance is attached to such hall poctical,
half prose picees as the Nivids are (sce particnlarly
Ait, Br. 2, 33; 3, 10-11), clearly tends to prove, that
they must have heen regavded as very eflicacious.
This could be hardly accounted for at a time when
beautiful and inished songs were fortlicoming in
abundance to serve the” same pwipose, had they not
been very anciet, and their employmeny heen sane-
tioned, by the example of the most ancient Rishis,

We have already seen, that several of those Nivid
formulas which we have now were known to some
Vedic poets. 1 will give here a few more instances.
The hymn to the Mafitas by Visvamitra (3, 47)
is evidently based on the Maruteatiya Nivids (sec
them on page 189); the veise to Savitar (3, 54,
11) alludes to the Savitri Nivids (sce them on pag
208); the hymn to Dyavaprithivi (I, 160) is a po-
cticale iggitation of the Dyaviprithivi Nivids (pag
209); the Ribhu hymn (4, 33) rescmbles very macl
the Ribhu Nivids (page 210), &e.

Another proof of the high antiquity of the Nivid:
is furnished by the Zend-Avesta.  The many prayer
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formulas in the Yasna whicll commence with nivaé-
ahayémi, i. e. L invite, are exactly of the same nature
asthe Nivids.

The Nivids along with many so-called Yajus for-
mulas, whieh are preserved in the Yajurveda, the
Nigadas, such as the Subrahmanvid and the  so-
called Jupa formulas, (such as Ait. Br. 2, 38), which
are muttered with a low voice only, are doubtless
the most ancient pieces of Vedic poetry.  The Rishis
tricd their poctical talent first in the composition of
Yiyyas or verses recited at the occasion of an offering
bemg thrown into the fire. Thence we meet so
many verses réquesting the deity to @eeept the offer-
ing, and taste it.  These Yijyas were extended into
little songs, which on accomt of their finished form
were called suktam, i e. well, beantifully spoken,
The principal ideas for the Yiyis were furnished by
the sacrificial formulas in which the Yajurveda
abounds, and those of the hymns were suggested by
the Nigadas and Nivids. There can be hardly any
doubt, that the oldest hymms which we possess, are
purely sacrificial, and madé only for sacrificial pur-
poses.  Those which express more geiteral ideas, or R
philosophical thoughts, or 8 lessions of sins, such
as many of those addressed to Varuna, are compara-
tively late. . )

In order to illustvate that the development of the
sacrificial and religfous poetry of the ancient Brah-
mans took such a course as here described, T may
adduce the similar one which we find , with the
Hebrews, The sacrificial ritual of Moses as laid
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down in the Leviticus khows no rythmical sentences
nor hymns which accompanicd the oblations offered
to Jehovah, It deseribes only such manual labogr,
as found with the Birahmans its place in the Yajur-
veda, and mentions but very few and simple formulas
which the ofliciating priest appears to have spoken
when throwing the offering into the fire of the altar,
Théy differed according to the occasion, but very
little.  The principal formula was b nms mens “a
fire offering of pleasant smell for Jehovabh,” wlnch
exactly corresponds with the Vedic agnaye, indrdya,
&, svihd I ie. a good offering to Agni, Indra,
&e, If it was.tlle solenn lmlo('lustum. then the
word mw i ¢. holocaustum, was used in addition
(Leviticus 1,9-13); if it was the so-called zebakh
shidmim or sacrifice for continued wellare, the word
o food, bread, was jadded (Levit. 3, 11); if it was
a ponancc the \vonds s o (Levit. 7, 5) “this is a
penance” were required.  When the pgiestabsolved a
sacrificer who brought an offering ag a penance,
he appears to have used a formula also, which
is preserved in the  so-frequently oecurring sen-
tence: W mon’ o vew e e e (Lev, v, 205,31
v. 6,10) “and he @he priest) shall annul the
sin which he has committed, so that he will be
pardoned.” 4y

22 The term il is to bo traced fo thevoot dhd to put, with d to
put in, into, and stands for seddhd (su - ddhd), 1t means the gift
which1s thrown mto the fite,

2 The priest appears to have ’ulllrvw\d these words fo the smner
who was to he ahsolved in thes fanner, I annul the sin which thou
hast committed, and thow shalt be pai doned.”
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If we compare these formulas with the psalms,
which were composed and used for the worship of
Jehovih, then we find exactly the same difference
hetween hoth, as we discover between the Yajus for-
mulas, Nivids, &e. and the finished hymns of the
Rigveda Sanhité. In the same way as there is a
considerable interval of time hetween the establish-
ment of the Mosaie ritual and tll(‘-(‘()nll)()h'ilil)ll of the
pralms, we are completely justitied in supposing that
asimilar space of time intervened  hetween  the
Bralmanieal ritual with its sacvificial formulag, and
the composition of the majority of the Vedic hynms,
Between Moses and David there is®an interval of
five handred vears, and if we assume a similar one
between  the smple Yajus  formulas, and  cuch
finished hymns as those addressed to Varuna which
M. Miiller ascrihes to his Chhamdas period, we “shall
not he in the wrong,

Another proof that the purcly sacrificial poetry is
more ancient than cither profane songg or hymns of
a more general religious character, is furnished by the
Shi-king or Book of Odes, of the Chinese.  Of its
four dwisions, viz. kiio-fung, i. e. popular songs of the
diflerent territories of ancieut China, ta-ya and siao ya,
i e imperial songs, to be used with music at the im-
perial festivals, and svng, i.e. hymns in honour of
deceased emperors, and vassal kings, the lutter, which
are of a purcly sacrificial ehavacter, are the most
auncient picees,  The three last odes in this fourth
division go back as far as the commencement of the
Shang <1ynusty,' which ascended the dragon scat in

e
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the year 1766 p.c., whilst almost all other picces
in the collection dre composed  from  the earlier
part of the.reign of the Chou dynasty down
almost to Confucius’ time (from 1120 n.c. till about

600 B.c.)

If we consider that the difference of time between
the purcly sacrificial and non-<acriticial hymns of the
Chinese thus amounts to about 1,000 years, we
would not he very wrong in presuming, similar inter-
vals to exist between the different hymns of the
Rigveda. Rishis like Kivya UsTanas, Kakshivat,
Hirapyastipa, 4o whom several hymns are traced,
were for the Kapvas, Visvauuitra, Vasishtha, &e.
as ancient personages, as the emperors Tang (1765
B.c.) and Wawang (1120 ne) to Confucius (horn
5ol fe)

On account. of the utter want of Indian chronology
for the Vedic and post-Vedie times, it will be of
course for ever® impossible to fix exactly the age of
the several hymns of the Rigveda, as can be done
with most of the psalms and many of the odes of
the Shi-king., But happily we possess at least one
astronomical date which fwinishes at any rate the
cxternal proof of the high antiquity of Vedie litera-
twe, which considerably tends to strengthen the
internal evidence of the same fact. T here mean the
well known passage in the Jyotisham, or Vedic
calendar, about the position of the solstitial points.
The position there given carries us back to the year
1181 according to Archdeacon Pratt’s, and to 1186
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n.c. according to the Reve R, Main's caleulations
The questions on the age of thi®little treatise and
the origin of the Nakshatra * system, about which

28 Ree the Jommal of the Asutie Society of Bengal of the vear 1362,
prges 19-0th Max Muller's Preface to the Ath volume of ns edition
of the Rigveda Samhnd, page I,

2 Thae e be hardly amy doubt, that the Nakehatra svstem of the
Tadhans, Chimese, Poraans and - Avals is of a’common ovigm, but it
ey dehieult to detcrnme with what nattonat orenated, The
oviemal number was twenty=erzht, Fdo not mrcnd fullv to diseuss
beee the maportant question, bt T wish only to direet attention to
the encemmstanee overloohed as yet by all the wosers on the subjeet,
that the terms wineh the Tndians, Avabsg and Climese use for express-
e the adea eonste faton™ Tave all the thiee lineitages, Sanserit,
Climesey and Avabe, precisely the swme meaninge, vize a place where to
pass the nizht o stanon, Tlas s certay no merve chanee, but ean
only he aeconnted for by the suppo thon, that the amas of the Nak-
st system reoarded the sevoral Nakehatias as heavenly stations, or
bt quarters, where the travelima moon was hehoved to put up on
Lis pommey through the hovens, et us oxamme these fenms,

The Chinese oxpression for Nabshatsa s Son (spelt by Morrison
aohoand ey by Modhmst ees with the thind o desarting tone).
The eharacter veprosonting it wlieh is to®he found under the 40th
Pulieal, strokes 8 (see Motnsow’s Clinese Dictionary vol Topage 847)
iy comy osed of theee siens, vizg that for a ronf that for man, and that
for a dunddyed, Tis orreinal weamng thorefore s aplace where o
hind cd men find <helter, astation ov neht quatters for a company
obsuldiers  @lhe word sy as s the ease with most of the Chinese
werds, used as a substantive, adjeetive, and verh,

Asisubstantivest denotes *resting place to pass the nizht at” with
A rod-house (fuelah) cecanmng ovachaltine phee i geseral @ sueh
Places were stuated at the distanee of exery te Li. Thence it is
mictaphovieally cmployed ty expross the stations o Sho heavens whero
the travellme moon s supposed to put up - To 1IRsense the Chinese
speik of olh &l pa sew tCthe twenty-cight halung places” (on the
heavens).

As anadjeetive it means past, former, e, the mnht ~quarters which
Wwere gust Jeft

I the sense of a verh, bat never in that of :|~|xh\mnnw, we find it
frequontly used in two of the so-callce Sse-shuor four Classieal hooks
of the Chiwese, vizo the Lun-yu (the Confucran Analects) and in
Meng-tae,

I oider to show the use of this important word in the Classical
Wiitmgs, T here quote some instances @

a) inteas. to pass the wight, to stop arer mght. Lun-yu 14, 41 ;

tse lu siu yu Shil=-man, v.c. Tse-lu (one of the most urdeut nnd
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thore has heen of late so much wrangling among  the
few Sanscrit \«‘lmlhs of Ewope and America, are of

zealous diseiples of Confueins) passed the night at Slah.man
I8 7 b ibdemc: el Use-lu &, 00 he (h taned “Ise<la to pass
the night (with lumy). Meng 200, 0 Meng tae e I3
socyu Choe, e, \hn“-l\: “after hayme IMI I~|, passed the mght
at Chow . 2, 20 120 4 abwdan o ean &0 olh b c'ule Chow, yu
YU S aeen .wll, e When Datier having stopped for three nights
Teft Chow, T thought i my wind wy departare to e speedy snl

b) trans. to make puss the wight, fo hecp over wght, Lun-yu
10, 8, 8. tse g kuny pio 8o g, when he (Contuens) saenfiead
at the Duke's {a sigted the: Duke mecaenibicma) e did not keep
the (seertoeral) leshover mzhte I s sense s several tngs
metaphorically wsed so Luneyn 12,202 Tec-lu ww sin w0 e,
Tseslnnever kept o promse oyer mght (he carved tout at onee,
betore he went to rest),

e) toharetaken up s quarlers, to be al rest. Ton-yu 7, 26
e pucshe xong e (Contuetas) shot, but ot with an ariow and
stemg at (anmals) whieh were atvest (aslee),

The Arabie word for rthe Nakshatras s Jd',\m mnu://~ . plur.
d)'l»o mendzidy ©aplace Whore to put up, guavters,” m.uu the roog
J}) to make a journey, to put up ata place as a guest,

This name for the constedations st be very aneient with the
Semitic uattons for we find 10 alveady mothe Old Testament (Book of
the Kanas i 23, 0) i the form mpe 13 nezzalol b at has noo proper

etymology m Hebrew (for the root Sy al, ®o which alone it could he

traced, means fo flow ), and s |||]\.ue||tl\, mtrodueed ayg forcign word
from come other Semntie vatwong probably the Ii‘o‘*mmn* The
Jewish commentators had no clear conesption of the proper meanng
of the word , they take 1t to mean ¢/« 1 generaly aud then the twelve
signs of the Zodiae,  But from the contest ot the passaze m the Book
of the Kigs, just quoted, where it stamils together with the moon and
the whole host of @e hcavens (** for thy woon anid the mazzaloth and
the who ¢ host ot the heavens” ) i undoubtedly follows, that its 1pean-
e cannot be O star’ meogeneral, whieh i 1 oxpressed by the
“whole host of the heavens,” but ~mm-(lnn-_- particilar - the heavens
connected with the moon,  The use of the same word - Arabie for
expressing the idea of constellation, heavenlv wansions of the moon,
proves beyoud any doubt, that the mazzaloth mean the same,

Now the Sanserit word nakshetra has orginally no othor meaning
than cither &0 or mansd have,  The arrangement of the meanings of
s word which i~ made in Boehtlingk and Roth’s Sanserit I)lLllolmry
is insuflicient and l.rv.n;ll with the same superfieiality as the wajority
of the more difficult Vedie words in that much- lnuded work, T hey make
it to mean star in general (sdus), the stars,and then constellution,
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minor importance compared with the fact and the
age of the ob®rvation itself.  That an a<tronomical
observation was taken by the Brahmans as carly as
the 12th ecentiy before Christ is proved beyond any
doubt by the date to be clicited fiom the observa-
tion itself.  If astronomical caleulations of past
events are of any worth, we must, accept as set-
ted the date of the position of the solstitial

.
siatwon of the moon.  But the very formation of the word by means of
the sutfix afr @ indicates, that something patticular must be attached
toats meauinge 3 compare patatra a Wing, hterally a mcans for fying,
radkatra o weapon, diterally 2 means for srhig, yagtram the
heepig of a sactitieral five, hterally the means or place for saenficing ;
amatra w diinkmg vessel, Titerally aplace to which o thing procy

Cwhieh holids it, Aceording to all analozy we can devive the word

only from naksh, which is a purely Vodie voot, and means to € arpive

at ™ s nakshatr® etymologieally means, cither the means by
whieh ono arraves, or the place where one arrives, a stalion. This
apresses mlost adequately the wdea attached by the Indians to the
Nakshatras as mansjons for the travellmg woon  But even of we
wanve  this dun'.'lr?nu, and make 1t a compound of wak (mstead of
naktd, see Rigveda 7,70,1) and satra=rcattra a seswon for the
mzhit, night quarters, @ arrve at the sone meanmg, — The Tatter
dernvation s, T think, even preferable to the former. The memuings
of the word g to be elasseld asdollows 1) flation, quarters wliere
10 pass the n‘? o thos sense s outof use, ) especrally the
Mations on the hearens where the travelime maon is supposed fo put
upy the twenty-eieht  coustellations 5 3) metomvmieally dars
eoneral, the stary sphere (Rieveda 7,86, 1, nakshatiam papru=
thachcha bhoma, he spread the sty sphcre, and the earth),  The
Latter use s [)l(’-('lll]lll'“”‘\' pm'(nu:], as poets :ll.ly-(‘:m use pars
peototo, The nakshatsas as stations of the mwoon were perfectly
buow® to the Rishis, as every one e comvinee hnself from the many
Passagesom the Taittieny s Brihmanan, and the Atharvaveda, That
these hooks are thonghout nruel Tater than the songs of the Rigvedas
Justwhat T have strong rgasons to doubl. The arrangemont of tho
wemmes of nakshatra as given here entirdly comendes with all we
know of the history of vither the word se m® Chiwese, or manzil,
mazzaloth in the semitie languages, ‘he Climese, espeaally poetsy
used the word s dn the sense wl'.:*ﬂr, av &t goncaly and so aid
the Rabbis i the Mishoah and the Falud w('wdmg to the testimony
of Tuda hen Kaish (see Gesenn Thesaurus Lioguwe Hebiwe, et
Chaldin . page 809),
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points as recorded in the Jyotisham, To believe
that such an observation was impor®d from some
foreign country, Babylon or China, wquld be absurd,
for there is nothing in it to show, that it cannot have
been made inthe north-western part of India,.or a
closely adjacent country. A regulation of the calen.
dar by such observations was an absolute necessity
for the Brahmans ; for the proper time of commencing
and ending their sacrifices, principally the so-called
Sattras or sacrificial sessions could not be known
without an accurate knowledge of the time of the
sun’s nerthern and southern progress.  The know-
ledge of the calendar forms such an essential part of
the ritual, that many important conditions of the
latter cannot be carried out withoumthe formeyy The
sacrifices are allowed to commence only at certain
lucky constellations, and in certain mgnths. ~ So, for
instance, as a rule, no great sacrifice can commence
.during the sun’s southern progi@s (dakshindyana);
for this is regarded up ta the present gday as an
unlucky period by the Brahman® " m  which
even to die is believed to be a misfortune.  The
great saerifices take place generally in spring in thc
months Cha®ra and Vaisakha (April and Mdy

The Sattras which lasted for one year were, a8 one
may learn from a careful perusal of the 4th book of
the Aitareya Bidhmanam, nothigg but an imitation
of the sun’s grearly course.  They werg divided into
two distinct parts, gach gonsisting of six months
of thirty days (;mh, in the midst of both was the
Vishuvan, i. e. equator or central day, cutting the
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whole Sattra into two halves, The ceremonies were
tin both the halves exactly the sdme; but they were
in the latter .hulf performed in an inverted order.
This. represents the increase of the days-.in the
northern, and their decrease in the southern pro=
giess; for both, increase and  decrease, take place
exuctly in the same proportionss

T consideration that these Sattras were alrcady at
"the time of the compilation of the Brihmanas an old
stitution, we cv.rtuinly can find vothing surprising

m the circumstance, that the Indian astronomers

nade the observation above mentioned so carly

s the 12th century me. For the Sattras are

vrtninly. as carly, if not carlier than this time.
‘:nttr’usling fowsixnty years appear even to have
een knoavn already to the wuthors of the Brahmanas
see page 287).

Now that observation proves two things beyond
foubt. (1) That the®Indians had made glready such a
'nn\uh-mb# progress in astronomical science, early
uthe 19th @mury, as to enable them to take such
beervations ; (2) That by that time the whole ritual
wats maine features as laid down in the Brihmanas
M complete,

We do not hesitate therefore to assign the com-
position of the bulk of the Brafimanas to' the years
1400-1200 m.0.; for the Raimhiti we require a period
of at least HU0E600 years, with an interval of about two
hundred years betweenthe end of the proper Bréihinana
period.  Thus we obtain for the bulk of the Sainhita
the sﬁace from 1400-2000 ; the oldest hymns and

.
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sacrificial formulasgmay be a few hundred years
more ancient s(ill,g) that we would fix the very
commencement of Vedie Literature |‘(‘>l ween 2400-
2000 s.e. 1 we consider the completely authenti-
ated antiquity of several of the saered hooks of the
Chhese, such as the original documents, of which the
Shu-king, or Book of Ilistory, is composed, and the
antiquity of the sacriflicial songs of the Shitking, which
Call carry us back to 1700-2200 n.c., it will certainly
not be surprizing that we assign a similar antiquity
to the most ancient parts of the Vedas. or there
is nowhere any reason to show, that the Vedas must
be less ancient than the calicst parts of the sacred”
hooks of the Chinese, but there is on the ¢ontiary
much ground to believe, that they can (ully logmlaim
to the same antiquity.  Already at the time ol the
composition of the Brahmanas, which as.we have
seen, cannot be later than about 1200 s.c., the three
prineipal \'u(l::c, i. e, their respeetigre Samhitis wort
believed to have proceeded direetly  from _t[m mouth
of Praghpati, the lord of the creatures, who oceupies
i the early Vedic mytholooy the same place which
is, m the later writings; held by Brahma-dgva,  This
could not have beem the cace, had they not hefy
very ancient.  Ina similar way the Chinesc aseribe
the ground text of* theiy most ancient and most
sacred book, the Y-king, i. e. Book of Changes, to
a kind of revelation too, which was mpde to  Fuhi,
the Adam of the Chinese, by a Dragon horse, called |
Luny-ma. . ‘

\ . Y B
Speculations on the nature of the sacrificial rites, |
|
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and copnate topies of a mystigal character which
form the proper sphere of  (h® Brihmanas, com-
menced already during the Samhith period, as one
may learn from such hynms as Rigveda 1,95, an®
the so-called Vimana Sukta 1, 164, Even at the
tme of the complosition of the present Brihmanas,
there existed already some time-hallowed sayings,
which resemble inevery respeet those dicta of the
Brahodd priests, of which the bulk of the Brilimanas
consists.  Linstance here the Brakmodyam (Ait. Br.

35,25), which was used already at that time at the
¢ miclusion of the tenth day's performance of the
Dyadasaha sacrifice. It is, therefore, very diflicult
fo draw a steiet line of separation between the
periogy duting which the hymms were composed,
and that one which brought forward the speculations
kuown by the name of Brihmanas. On a more
o~e comparison of the mystical parts of the Saihita
with the Bralhmanas, one must comd to the conclu-
wion, that the latter were dommenced already during
perind of the former,

Let us say a few words on the division made of
the eontents of the Brihianas by the Indian divines
and philosophers.  According #to the introductory
chapters to the Miranyakes (and Apastamba Sitras)
the Brahmanas contain the following topics :—

() Karmavidhdnam, or wvidii, i. e. rules on the
performance of particular rites.  To this class all
those senfences in the Brahmanas ave referred which
contain an order expressed in the potential mood,
such as yajeta, he ought to sacrifice; sadise?, he ought

£
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to repeat (such nnbuch a verse); kuryit, he ought
to proceed (in su®Por such a way), &e. This is
the principal part of the Brihmanas, ‘and has for
e Brahmans about the same significance as in-the
Talmudic Literature the halokal has for the Jews;
it is simply authoritative, :

(2) Arthavdda,  This term compxiws‘ the numer-
ous explanatory remarks om the meaning of mantras
and particulap rites, the reasim®why a cortain rite
must be performed in a certain way.  This is the
speculative part, gnd is on account of it~ contain-
ing the germs of all Hindw phiosophy, aud even of
grammar, of the greatest importance,  There s
nowhere anything like an approach to a regular
system pereeptible, but only occasional remarks
bearing on philosophical and grammatical topics,
For the history of grammar, the fifth Punchika of
the Aitareya Bmhm.n am is of a particular interes
We learn from 11 that af that thme not only numerous
attempts were mmlc to explain the meaning of words
by etymology, but that the Drahmans cven had
already commenced to analyse the forms of speech
by making distinctions between singular and  plural,
present, past, and fture tenses, &e. The idea of
mukti or final absorption in the Supreme Bch’lg, as
taught in the later Vedanta p]\ilox‘()];hy, is even with
most of its particulars spoken out in several of those
oxplanatmy remarks. T allude here to the frequently
oceurring terms, swyujyald janction, sardipa@®identity
of form, salokatd identity of place, which mark in
the later times different stages of the final beatitude.
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The principal tendency of this gt is, to show the
close comection of the visible’l invisible worlds,
between things on carth, and  their counterparts or
prototypes inheaven,  Pantheistic ideas pervade all
the Brabmanas, and are already traceable in hymns
of the Sambita,

(3) Nindd, censure. This refers principally to
the controversial remarfs contained in all Brih-
manas.  There was amongst these ancient divines
and metaphysicians often difference of opinion as to
the performance of a certain rite Jor the choice of a

* particular mantra, or their meaning,” One criticised

the practice of the other, and  condemned its
application often in the strongest terms. The cen-
sure is generally introduced by the expression “ but
this opinionis not to he attended to.” The sacrificers
are often cautioned from adopting such a malprac-
®ice, by the agsertion that if a priest would proceed in
such or such a way, the sacrificer would lose his life,
he burned by the sacrificial fire, &e. ¢

(1) Numsi, i. e praise, recommendation,  This
part comprises principally those phrases which ex-
press that the performange of® such or such a rite,
with the proper knowlgdye, produces the effect de-
sued. They almost invariably contain the expres-
sion, ya evam reda, i e. who hygs such a knowledge.
The extreme frequency of this phrase in the Brih-
mamas, ¥nd' Upanishads, is probably the reason,
that the whole sacred knowledge was cofprised
afterwards only by the general terg veda.  Originally
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. .

it appears tghavgmapplicd to Brabmana like sen-
tences and explana®®us only.

(5) Purdhalpa, i. e. performance of ®acnificial rites
n” former times,  Under this head come the nu-
merous stories of the fichts of the Devas and Asuras,
to which the orizin of many rites is attributed, as
also all legends on the sacrifices” performed by the
gods.  This very interesting part forms the histori-
cal (or rather legendary) hackgronnd of the whol
sacrificial art.  All rites were traced to the gods
a~ their originatars, or even to Prajapati, the Su.
preme Being, the Yord of creatures. We can derive
one important historical fact from the legends on the
ficht between the Devas and Asuras, viz, that the
l‘oligious' contest between the ancient Indians (re-
presented by the Devas), and the Tranians (repre-
sented by the Asuras, contained in the name Ahura-
mazda=0rmazd) took place long hefore the time <)*
the composition of the Brihmanas, thatis, hefore the
12th centuwry n.c. This is another proof corrobora-
tive of the high antiquity hseribed by Grecian writers
to Zarathustra (Zovoaster), the prophet of the  Asura
nation (Iranians) who did manfully battle against
idolatry and the worship of the.Devas, branded by
him as “devils.,” That contest which must have
heen lasting for many years appeared to the writers
of the Brahmanas ag old as the feats of King Avthur
appear to Lnglish writers of the nincteenth century.

(6) Parakriti, i.e. the achievement or‘.tedt' of
anothc®, This head comprises the stories of certain
performances of renowned Shrotriyas, or sacrificial
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priests, of gifts presented by kings to Mrahmans, the
successes they achieved.  Th®ast bhook of the
Aitareya particularly is full of this class of topics.

These six heads are often, however, brought only
under two principfal ones, viz. vidhi, and arthavida-
"The latter then comprises all that is not injunction,
that is, all topics-from 2 to 6. This philosophical
division exactly correspopds’ to the division of the
contents of the Talmid by the Jewish Rabbis into
two principal parts, vie: halakah, i, e. rule of con-
duct, which 15 as authoritative as the thorak (law
of Moses), and haggadah, i. e, ~t01y, parable, and in
fuct everything illustrative of the former.

—

.
The Aitareya Bréilmanam in particular.

The Aitareya Brihmanam is one of the gollections
ol the sayings of ancient Brahmi priests (divines
and philosophers) illustrative and explanatory of the
duties of the so-called Motri-priests.  The latter
performing the principal part of their dutics by means
ol the mantras, termed rik, and contained in the
so-called Rigveda Samhitd, the Aitareya is therefore
one of the Brahmands belonging 4o the Rigveda.
There must have been, as we may learn from Pdmm
and Pataijalis Mahabhiishya, a mich larger number
of Brihmanas helonging to each Veda ; and even
Siyana,Bwho lived only about four hundred years
470, was acquainted with more than we have now.
To the Rigveda we know at present besides the

f *
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Aitareya, onlg thc‘éﬁush’xtuki Brihmanam, which
is also called Sai¥hiyana.  Both appear to have
been known to the grammarian Péinini, ! as one may
gather from the rule (v. 1, (2) which he gives re-
garding the formation of names of* Brihmanas con-
sisting of thirty and forty Adhyiyas; for the Kan-
shitaki actually consists of thirty and the Aitareyu,of
forty Adhyiyas, whicli were afterwards divided into
eight Paiichikis, cach of which comprises five
Adhyfiyas.

The name “ Aitareya” is by Indian tradition traced
to Ttard. Shyana tells regarding the origin of the
name and of the Brahmana itself, in his introduction
to the Aitarcya Brahmanam, the following story, on
the autRority of the sampraddya-vidah, i. e. men
versed in traditional steries.  An ancient Rishi
had among his many wives one who was called
Itard. She had a son Mahidisa by name, who is
mentioned in the Aitareya Aranyaka as Mahi
dhsa Aitareya. The Rishi perforred the sons of
his other wives to Mahidasa, and went even
so far as to insult him once by placing all his
other children in his lap to his exclusion. His
mother, grieved at this ill treatment of her son,
prayed to ler fuyily  deity (Jmdadecatd), the Earth
(bhaimi), who appeared in her celestial form in the
midst of the asgembly, placed him on a throne
(simhdsana), and gave him as a toke} of honour for
Lis surpassing all other children in learning a boon

5 .
1 The attention of Sanserit scholars was first directcd by Professor
YWeber at Berlin to this circumstance.
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(rara) which had the appearange of g Ih'fll)l)lar;zl.
After having received this gift, ¥ Brahmanam con-
sisting of forty Adhyayas, which commenced with
the words agnir vaidevindm avamo (the first sentence
of the Aitareya), and cnded with strinute strinute
tthe two last words of the Aitareya) came forth
through the mind of Mahidisa.  Alterwards the
Brahmanam, commencing with athe maldvratam (the
heginning words ol the first Aitarcya Aranyaka) and
endmg with dehdrya dcharya (the two last words of
the third Aranyaka)? was also revealed in the shape
of the vow of an hermit? (@ranyakacrataripam).

* The Aitareya Brahmanam, as well as the KAushi-
taki, do not tieat of all the sagrifices and sacrificial
nfes which are mentioned and deseribed in the
hooks of Yajurveda, whicli may e (principally the
Sutias) regarded as the proper sacrificial encyclo-
pedie,  They were, howevew, perfectly well known
to the authors of these DBrihmanas, as we may
leun from the fact, that the ndmes of several
sacifices, such as Vajapeya, Aptoryama (sce 3, 41)
are mentioned  without the description of the
ntuals belonging to them. Several things concerning

S

? This rcmark throws some hght on the relationship in which the
five ticatises, of which the present Aitaveya Aranyaka consists, and
cach of which bears the name drapyaka, stand to one another.  Ouly
the theee fiest Avapyakas were accordmg to this nohee 1egarded
asadivine revelation, to the Aitarcya Risha; the two others sre then
later additions, and did ot torm ongmally part of the Aitureya
Aranyaka,

*Aceordimg to Brahmanical 1dcas, a vow, a curse, a blessing, &e.
e asume g visible form, and so become manifest to the mental
¢yes of men,
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the Hotris whose duties principally are treated at
every Soma’sacrifice are left out. o the ceremony
of choosing the sacrificial priests (ritvig-varanam)
by the sacrificer, including the lotars, is left out,
as Sayana has already observed.  But every Héntra-
prayoga, i. e. practical hand-book for the Hotri-
priests (for each sacrifice there are separate pravogas
for each sct of priests required), commences with it
the topic is generally treated in the Sitras belonging
to the Yayurveda; the principal mantras required at
that occasion are to be found in the first chapter of
the Tandya Brihmanam of the Simaveda. The
dialogue used at this oceasion is interesting, ands
throws some light on ge nature and character of some
sacrifices ; therefore T give here some account of it,
The person who wishes to perform the Agnishtoma
sacrifice, for instance, sends a  delecate called
Somapravika to all Srotriyas (sacrificial priests)
whose services he wishes to engage for his forth-
*coming Soma sicrifice, to ask whether they would

be willing to officiate at this occasion.  The- dia-
logue between the Somapravika and the Hotar is as
follows : 8. “ There will be a Soma sacrifice of such
and such one; you are respectfully requested to act
as Hotar at it.” 1L, “ What sacrifice is it 7 8
“ The Jyotishtoma-Agnishtoma-Soma Bacrifice.” 1l
“ What priests (ritwijah) will officiate 7 8. “ Vighnu
Mitra,*” &c. 1. “What is the reward for the
priests?”” 3. “ One hundred and twelve cows.

4 The priests represent the gods.
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It the pricsts imw weeepted the invitation, then the
wertlicer has actually to appoint them to their re-

speetive offices.  This is the raranam or selection
Lol the priests).

The sacrificer first mentions the cods who arcto
et as his pricsts, © Agni (the five) is my Hotar, Aditya
the sun) my Adhvarvu, the Moon my Brahmd, Par-
anva (the godof ram) my Vdgatar, the Sky (dhds'a)

~my Nadagya (supmmt( nd(-nl) the waters are my
Totias amsrs (‘l” the minor llotu -priests) 5 the rays
ny Chamasa Adhvarvus (cup-hearers). These divine
mests I ochoose (for my saerifice).”™  After having
s appointed the gods, who are to act as his
inine  priests, he now pro8@ds  to appoint  the
Shouman™ Qudnushay priests. This is at the Agnish-
oma done with the following formula, I (the name)
Feneh and such a Gotra, will bring the Jyotishtoma
acrifice by means of its Agnishtoma part, with the
tathantara- Prishtha, four Rtomas (the nine, fifteen,
eventeen and twenty-one-fold), for which ten things ®
ows and %0 on are required, and for which as fee
ne hundred and twelve cows must he given. At
s sacrifice be thow my Totar”” The Hotar then
ceepts the appointment by the following formula :

May the mmt thing thou spokest of (tinto me), the
plendonr tlmu spokest of, the glory thow spokest of,
ie Stoma thou spokest ofy the way of performance
hou spokest of, the eijoyment thou spokest of, the
atistaction thou spokest of 5 may all that thou
pokest of come to me ; may it enter me; may | have
movment throngh it Agni.s thy Hotar, e is
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.
thy (divine) Hotar. T am thy (human) Hotar.” Al
pricses wre appointed in the same way, and by th
same formul s,

Aftér this disgression let us discuss the content
ot the Aitarcya Brihmanam. Tt treats inits eigl
books, or forty chapters, cach of which is subdivide
into a certain number of kaudikds, i. e. small section:
paragraphs, as we have seen, almost exclusively «
the dutics®of the seven lHotri-priests at the gre
Soma swerifices, and the different royal inauguratio
ceremonics,  All minor sactifices and Ishtis, a
thouth they fequire the serviees of a Hotar, ar
excluded.  The Hotri-priests are to be divided int
three distinet claxs@® 1) The Hotar, the chief ¢
all Hotri-priests. 2) The I[u(r'u/.'a.s', i. e. the littl
ITotras ; these are, Maitrfivaruna (Prasistar) Bri
mandchhamsi, and  Achhavika, 3) The Hotre
Swinsinah, i. e. the repeaters of the Iotri verses; the
are, Potar, Neshtar, and Agnidhra.

The first thirteen chapters (the two first book:
and the three first chapters of the third) treat of th
duties of the chief 1otar at the Agnishtoma Som
sacrifice only; for this is the model (prakriti) «
all Soma sacrifices which Jast for one day only (th
so-called aikdhikasy; all other Soma sacrifices of th
same duration are mere modifitations (vikriti) of i
It is regarded as an integral part of the Jyotishtom:
and said to consist of the following seven sacn
fices : 1) Agnishtoma, 2) Atyagnishtoma, 3) Ukthy:
4) Sholasi, 5) Ativitra, 6) Viyapeya, 7) Aptoryim
(Asv. 8.8, 6, 11).  In many places, however, th
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term’ Jyotishfoma is cquivalent to Agnishfoma,
The Aitareya does not know these se\'m‘pm‘&, as
helonging together, but simply remarks, that they
follow the Agnishtoma as their prakriti (3, 41),
[Ihe Atyagnishtoma is not even wmentioned in

i all,

Al the duties of the Hotar at the Agnishtoma are
nentioned almost in the exact order in- which  they
re required, I Yasts generally for five days. The
cremonies are then divided a% follows ¢

First day.— Preliminary ceremonies, such as the
lection of the priests; enving them preseats (madhu-
arka), the Dikshayiya Ishid, and the Dikshi itsell,

Second day.—"The Prﬁym_ﬁ_\, or opening Ishti;
he buying of the  Soma; the  Atithya  Isht,
Pravareya, and Upasad twice (once in the forenoon,
nd once in the altgrnoon).

Third duy.—Pravargya and Upasad twice again.

Fowrth  day—Agnipranayanam, Agni-Soma-pra-
navanam, Jlauh'(lln'i'nu pranayanam. The animal
aerifice. ¢ B

Fifth day.-—The squeezing, offering, and drinkjng
f the Soma juice at the three great Libations, viz.
1¢ morning, midday, and evening Libations, The
oncluding Ishti (udayaniya).  Ablution (arablrita).

The ceremonies of the four first days are only
atroductory, hut absolutely nectssary ; for without
hem no one is allowed to sacrifice and diink  the
foma juice.  The Soma ceremony is the holiest rite
u the whdle Brahmanical service, just as the Iloma
eremony of the Parsi priests is regarded by them as
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the most sacred performance. No Parsi priest 1
allowed 1qgperform it, if he does not very frequently
undergo the great purification ceremony, called the
Barashnom of nine nights, In the same way
*ry Brahwan has, as often as he hrings a Somg
sactifice, to undergo the Dikshd (sce 1, 3; 4, 26),
One such ceremony is even not considered sufficient,
‘For the sacrifice has, besides thg Dikshd, to undergo
the Pravargya, which ig a similar preparation for the
great Soma day. Flvél the animal sacrifice myst
precede the solemn Soma festival ; for it is of minor
importance. The animal is instead of the sacrificer
himself. The animal when sacrified in the fire, goes
to the gods, and so @es the sacrificer in the shape
of the animal (see page 80 of the translation).  The
animal sacrifice is vicarions. Being thus received
among the gods, the sacrificer is deemed worthy to
enJ(w the divine beverage, the \onn, and participate
in the heavénly king, who-is Soma. The drinking
of the Soma juice makes him a ne® man; though
a new celestial body had been prepare# for him at
the Pravargya ceremony, the enJoymcnt of the Rom
bever'wé transforms him again ; for the nectar of the
gods ﬁows for the first time in his veins, purifying
and"sanctifying him. This last birth to the complete
enjoyment of all divine rights is symbolically indi
cated in the rites of the morning libation (st
32, 35;38; 3, 2). .

The principal features of this Agnishtom'a sacrifice
must be very aricient. For we discover them almos
complete with the Parsis. They also do not prepart
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he corr nding Homa (Soma) juice alone, but it
aust always be accompanied with other offerings.
‘he Purodas’a of the Brahmans, which always be-
ongs’ to a Soma libation, is represented by the
darin (holy bread), the animal offering indicat

y the ring of hair: (varas'@) taken from an ox,
o be placed on the same table with the Homa..
‘he IHoma shoots are trcated in the same
vay, when brought to the spot, as the Brahmans
reat them, The Parsi prics? sprinkles them with
vater, which is exactly the dpydyana ceremony of
he Brahmans. He must go round the fire with
he Homa just as the Brahmans cairy the Soma
ound the sacrificial compound (see I, I1). The
eremonies of prepuring and drinking both the IToma
nd Soma juice are quite similar.® The water re-
uired for it must be consecrated, which exactly
orresponds to the Vasativarls and Lkadhands of
he Brahmanical Soma service (2, 20). The Zota
f the Pasis drinks his cup filled with Homa in
hree turns, s6 does the Hotar also from the Graha.
Uter the libation has been poured from.the Grahas
1to the fire, and drunk by the Hotaf, the Stotras
re chanted, and then-the Shastras belonging to
hem recited. In a similar way the Zota priest
epeats, shortly after having enjoyed the Homa, the
dithds of Zarathustra Spitama (Zoroaster), which

*The mantra repeated at that occasion I8 Yasna 10,1, ‘f Mtg’f
he water-draps (sprinkled over the Homa) fall to the destruction

bo Devas, and Devis.” o
¢ Compare motes 8 on page 118, 5 on page 131,14 on page 137,

M my Esays on the Soered Language, &c. of the Parsis, pages...’
©.95,107, 0 guazts ’ .

\
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“are metrical’ composmona, and represent kS hastras
of the Brahmanical Soma service. He tilfht repeat

five wich Géthéis, just as there are five Shastras, at
: ge mommg and midday libations, and at the Ukthya
me sacnﬁce at the evening hbatxons also.

These are only & few of the' points of comparison
which I could éasily enlarge; but they will be
sufficient to show, that. the Agnishtoma Soms
sacrifice ‘was originally the same ceremony as the
.Homa rite of the Parsi priests. The opinions of
both the Brahmans and .Parsis on the effect of the
drinking of the Soma (Homa) juice are besides
exactly the same. The Brahmans believe that it
leads to heaven’; so do the Parsi pricsts. They say;
that Homa is a plary, and a great angel. Any ong
who has drunk the Homa juice becomes unite
with this angel, and after his death an inhabitant o
peradise.  For the juice which is in the body of th
priest who has drunk him, goes. to heaven, an
connects him mystically with'the angel. -

Wlth par lar care are the so-called Shastras o
recitations ‘9t the. Hom priests treated in th
Aitareya ﬁ,hmmlm The fifth chapter of the se
. cond, and W three first chipters of the third book ar
entirely: tdken up with the exposmon of the Shpstm.
of the Hofar at the 'morning, midday, and evening
libations. - As the reader may learn from ‘a perus
pnncxpallyﬂof the third book, the'Shastras always
belong to “Stotras or performances by the Sim
Mgers, viz.the Udgdtar or chief smger, the Pras
»'mhwho chants the prelude, and¢the Pratihets
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ho'chants the respon.se. Their recitations must be
iy ancient, 88 we “Have séen; - for they are b
e name whtha (exuctly. corrégponding to uﬁkdlum
‘the Zend language} ‘frequetitly mengioned i in the
amhitd. A closer examination of them wﬂl thré%
uch light on the hlstary ‘of the composition .of the
edic hymns. %s ancient as the Shastras are the
tomas, the expodntlon of which ‘forms one of the
pics of the Simaveda BrAhmanas (see note
3 on gage 237-38). The word stoma is in the
m stoma also known in ,the . Zend-Avesta
he Parsi priests- understand by it 'a particula
terificial ceremony of ‘mindr importance, whick
msists in consecrating.'a meal (meat is at thic
xcasion .indispensable) in the honour of an ange
'a deceased person, to be enjoyed afterwards by
1e whole party assembled, That the idea of « sacri-
cial rite” was attached also by the Brahmans to the
ord, clearly follows from the terms, Agnishtome
d Jyotishtoma, The musical’ performance’ whict
as originally alone called a Stoma, formed a neces
ry part of certaitt sachifices, and was then, as para
"0 toto, applied to the whole, nte B

The universal; pharacter of the Agmihtqma and it

eaning s treated’ especuﬂly in tHe fourth chapber o
e third" book. In'its last chapter, and‘in the twe
st of thie fourth, the principal modifications. of the
gnishtoma, are mentioned, and bheﬂy deseribed
. the Ukthya, Sholas’, and ’Aﬁr&trag aloqg‘ wu}
le As'vina Slmtra.

The At ‘gacrifice _introdieds towever,. the
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Sattras aor’ sacn‘,
the Hotri* perforsial

the third’ chapter of ggp foqrﬂ\ fwok They are ap-
phcable for: Wm "which, ldst for »- whole'. year.
The twilnst chispteti of the fonrth, and the first four
chapters of the fifth book descri ,Very mmutely
the -daties of the. Hotas’ dﬁnhg ‘
days of the Dvhidag’iha, which may be performed as &
Sattra, orgéa.Ablna,(a ‘Soma sactifice lasting for
more than one,, and less than thirteen days)

The last chiapter bf the ﬁflh book is taken up with
miscellaneous matter, sich ag ‘the penances reqmred
of an Agnihotri ‘when: e’ becomes guilty of some
fault, or if- some misfortune should befal him regard-
ing his duties towards his sacred fires, and the ques
tlon, whether the Agmhotmm (dally burnt offering) it
‘to be offered before or after gunrise; it further treatt
of the duties of the Brahmé priest, how he has t
‘perform the penan(,es for mistakes comuutted by any
-one of the performing’ pnests ( ;

'The whole sixth book trasts aﬂgr gome remarlu
,on the offices of the Girhvastut and bubmhmanyﬁ
almost exclnswely of the Huties of the six mino
 Hotri-priests, principally s tﬁe nﬂ, aucpﬁcei
. which lastfor one” week t Jt o
 weeks (shalaha). * We find mﬁi "deges frmﬁ o ﬂl'
so-ﬂll od Shilpa Shastras, pr *skilfu ther ver
artifie }'-mn'éaiioné" of ‘the minor Hotite, Thes
. Shastras, pribeib lly: the Valakhilyss, ;hmmmap
‘,'Enyﬁmamt, the #0- ealled pthpa b ymnq,
“hia doubt the datest additions, lo ,SW

Foy Rty
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tiond, £0 the ritual of the’Hokri-priga.” Th
book” hes e, sppearance of ;4 supplome

g

founh md ﬁﬁh," 'mi’""{"-." 5 . i m‘ :
Thi déventh andf eighth -books ireat ‘princigally of
the sacrifices of the Kshattriyas and the relstionship;
in whigh thle pritices étand to.the Bfahmans. They.
we, from an historical point Gf:xiew; the most import~
ant part of the who}l'e Brihmi M, EE s .
The seventh: book deséribes first:tho. divisien of
the; sacrificial ‘animal into, thirty-six singl pieces,
ind their distribution -among the -officiating priests,
he sacrificer; his wife, anid btber'par&pﬁa connected
vith the ‘performance of the saorifice. ‘-, |
Then folléws a chapter of periariees for. neglects on
ge partyof an Agnihotri, ot ‘mishaps Which might
efal him.  This iga continuation'#of the_fifth .chap-
or in the fifth boﬁ.‘
In the third chapter we are intfoduced to thie rites
f the princeely. inauguration, cesemonieg conhected
fith @ sacrifice, by the' story of §'wnaksepd. . On'
ccount of its “edntaining. Rik. verses, as- well -es:
Tithis (stanzas) it was to be told to'the king on the:
&y of ig inmugurathon by: the Hotarl {The stary is
ighly interesting, . it prbves tbeydnd doubi,the
xisténce - of hymeh Yeacrifices . dimong -the'»ancient
Irshmans, yad shows that, they were f a'half saviget
ate; for we find here o’ Brahnianibélling his ion.to’
prince to be immolated. ,
Now three: inds .of ‘such ineua

n Sk VI Tl e, Lot
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Abhisheka, Punarabhisheha, ind Mahiblisheka. “The
principal part of all these ceremonties *¢onsists in
the sprinkling of holy water over the head of the
kings, which is eallqd'ablzishe]za.‘ It corresponds tog
the “ceremony of andinting ‘the kings with the Jews.
It is of particular interest to observe that the Brah-
mans at this ‘occasion did not allow the king to;
drink the .propei'..Song‘uice;but that he had to dnk
instéad of it, a beverale preparedfrom the roots and,
leaves of several trees. The enjoyment of the Soma
juice was a privilege reserved by the Brahmans to
themseiges alone. . The king was, properly speaking,
even not entitled to bring a sacrifice at gll. It was
only for the sake of the most extravagant gifts which
the shrewd Brahmans extorted from kings for thei
offices, that they allowed him to bring a sacrifice
But before he could do so, he wgs to be made firs
.a Brahman himself; at<the conclusion of the cere
mony he had, however, to tesign his Bralmanship
and return to his former caste. ‘ '
‘The last .chapter of the Brahmanam is, taken y
with the appointment by the king of a duly qualifi«
Brahman to the office of a house-priest, who ¥
called purohita, i e. president, superintendent. Th
word, as well as the office, mus} be very anient ; fd
we. find it not only in_the Saﬁxhjt& of the Rigveds
‘but even in the Zend-Avesta. Ttis, as to etymology
the same word ‘s paradhdta,” which is gegirﬂ)“]

- K ‘ .

. 7 The word pyrohite is composed of puras before, and hits p!
(from' the voot. dhd); so paradhdta also; para is the Zend form
purd before, wiitch is equivalent to puras, and dhdtg is the Zeod
«ticiplo of the yoot dhd. ‘
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!he'épithét of one of the most ancient Iranian heroes, -

»f Haoshyanha (see Yashts 5,20; 9,3;15,7; 17,24
:d. Westergand) the Hosheng of the qhahnamah
The . later Iranian legends, as preserved in the
Shihnimeh, made of the paradhitas a whole dy-
nasty of kings, which they call Peskdadians (the

modern Persian corruption of the ‘primitive ,para- *
{hdta) who then precede the, Kayanians (the Kavis-

of the Vedas). This,shows that the institution of a
Purohita, who was nof only a mere house-priest,

but a political functionary, goes back to that early .

period of history when the Iranians and .Indiens
lived peacefully together as one nation. The Para-

dhatas of*the Iranian kings appear however not to

have been ‘as successful in making the Shahs of [ran
their slaves, as the Indian Purohitas were in enslav-
ing the Indian Rdjas in the bonds of a spiritual
thraldom. How far the Brahmans must havc

succceded in carrying out th‘j designs of a spiritual:-

supremacy, over the royal caste, every reader may
learn from this last chapter, and convince himself at

the same time that hierarchical rule was known in-
the world more than a thousand years before the ,

foundation of the See of 8t. Peter. '

The ceremonial pert of the last ‘book is much en- -

livened by short stories of kings who were_said to
have performed the “ great maug‘uratxon ceremony,”

and of course attained to supreme rule over the

whole earth (thqt is to say, of three or four Indian

principalities). ' Tt is an imitation of the ceremony :
by which the gods are said to have installed Indra”
to the soverelgnty over them. The whole comludeﬂ',
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- with the description of a magieal performance (they.
are called Arityd) by means of which a king can
destroy secretly all his enemies.

After this summazy statement of the contents of
the Aitareya Brahmanam, the question arises whe-
ther the work ip its présent form is the composition
of one’ ‘author or of several, Although there is, as
we have seen, a certain plan pelceptxble, in the ar-
rangement of the subject matter, we may easily dis-

~ tinguish some repetitions, discrepancies, and inter-
.- polations, which are hardly explicable if the book
had only one author. So we find the Ajya hymn’
at the_morning libation twice explained in 2, 40 and
41, but with slight differences; the origin of the
formula, agnir deveddhah is mentioned twice 2, 33
and 39, but in the former passage it is called Nivid,
* whilst in the lattér the name “ Puroruk” is given
toit. The four last kandikés in the second book
:38-41 appear to be ajaind of appendix taken from
some other source. The piece 6, 27 is identical with
7,34 6, 5 and 17 treat in the main of the same topic,
the relation between Stotriya and Anuripa at the
Ahiine sacrifices.” There are several repehtmns in the
_ §th “book ; -so the 13th Rendiké is identical with
. the 18th and the 14th with the 19th. The 10th and
11th kandikés in the seventh book are evidently in-
terpolations, interrupting the coptext, and exhibiting
» g different style. The latter is"yery remarkable o0
.account of its mentioning two other Vedie S'akhis
by their names, viz. Paingya and Kdushitaki ; i it
“appears, to have appertained to an old treatise on
ash'onqmy
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_The style of the Brihmanam is on the whole
wniform. There ate certain phrases which constantly
re-occur in the work, as for instance,  what is at the
sacrifice appropriate, that is successful, when the
verse (which is repeated) alludes to the ceremony
which is being performed ;” “(he wh@hould observe
a [lotar do so contrary to the precept) should tell
him* that the sacrificer would die; thus it always
happens;” «This is done for production ( prejétyéi),”
‘e. The linguage is, of course, like that of all
|Brithmanas, more recent than that of the Sainhitl ;
but it is, however, not the classical Sanscrit. Purely
Vedic forms occur, such as the infinitive forms in
tos, e. . harttos, arttos, roddhos, mathitos (see 1, 10;
2,20) generally dependent on isvara, 4. e. able, whe
has the power, (Is'varah harttok, he has the power
to do; {s'varo roddhol, he has the power to obstruct
!&c.), startavdi (from siri); stomeblir instead o.
stomdir (4, 15) &c.

The bulk- of the work appears to have proceedec
from one author; some additions were made after-
wards.  As regards the materials which our author
whom we may (with Siyana in various places o
his commentary) call the Aitareya Rishi, thatis
ithe Rishi of the Aitareya '84khé of the Rigveda
psed for the compilation of his work, we car
rincipally distinguish four ‘kinds, viz. 1) Sa
cred texts  and . formulasifi such as the Adhrigt
Praisha mantra (2,6,7), the Nivid (2, 34) &e

¥ Tho phrase is always élliptical ; it 8 nhfy ‘ya enday Mydt‘,“'ll"\n‘t:
should'tel] hiry ; but the menning of the whole phrassts ouly tha
o which s here (and {n the tranalation) given. """ .1 §
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which are, as we have seen, more ancient than the
. majority of the hymns; 2) Géthd, i. e. stanzas,

principally impromptus on sacrificial things, and
topics of a more worldly nature, and Itihisas, i, e.
stories; 3) Rules on the performance of the duties of
the Hotriprill; - 4) Theological expositions of the
" .meaning of mantras, sacred rités, &c. according to
the teaching of .the, most eminent Brahmd priests
who preceded our author. )

70  INTRODUCTION.

These materials were worked together by him, but
not without manf®additions of his own, and with the
" view to present to the followers of his 8%khé a kind
of encyelopediz of theological learning,’and a supple-
ment to their Veda. The theology of his $akhé being
founded on the hymns of the Rishis, and the latter
being repeated by the Hotyi-priests only at the
- sacrifices, he confined himself for the most part to
the speculations of the Hotris and their duties. The
aim of our author was like that of all other
" Brahmana compilers, e double one, viz. to serv
. pradtical as well as theoretical ends, Froma prac.
~ tical point of view it was to be a guide to the reé
_ peaters of the mantras of the- Rigveda in some 0
. their most important. performances; but as regard
the theoretical one, the author intended Jto instruc
them on the real ends of their profession, vig. to maki
the sacrificer, by means jithe mystical power ascrit
ed to the mantras, either attain to anything he migh
wish for, or i, the Hotar’ should from some reast!
or other. chiose' ta do &0, to deprive him ,,th,rous‘
the same tawar of his orovertv;  children,;and  bfe
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The Hotris could learn from such a book how great -
their power was a8 the preservers of the sacred Rik
verses. Every one who wished t@iperform a sacri-
fice as the only means for obtaining the favour of the
yods, was entirely given up to tigands of the
Hotri-priests, who could do wxﬂ\‘*whm they
pleased. i
The mantras referred to are, for the most part, to
hepfound in the Rigveda Samhitd which we have
at present. ‘There are, however, several quoted,
which are not to be met with in it,_whence we must
lhmdude, that the Samhiti of Altareyms be-
mged to a S4dkha different from that one (the
Vikala S4kh&) which is at present only known to
s As'valiyana, in his Stiuta Sttras, which are,
s we have seen, founded on the Aitareya Briihma-
am, generally supplies the text of those mantras
vhich are wanting in the Sambitd, Several of them
re in the Atharvaveda Samhitd, but they generally
how different readings. In comgaring both, those
athe A’svaliyana S Quuas, andwin the Athar-
aveda Safmhitd, we find that, if there is any dif-
xence, the text of the Atharva is then §lways in-
orrect. It is remarkable that we do not only dis-
over some relationship between the supposed S8kha
f the Aitareyins and the Atharvaveda Samhitd, but
lso between the Aitareya and Gopatha Bréhmanam,
Yhole kandikds of the Albaneya, suchfﬁ‘ those on -
PP Vashatkﬁra (3, 7-8) on Atiratra (4, 5) are almoat
terally to be found in the Gopatha Brahmanam of
e Atharvaveda
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* in critical remarks, recommending certain practices
and rejecting others, statement of reasons, why ;
particular rite milist be performed in a particula
way, and exp) anatlons of apparent-anomalics in th
ritual.  Thegllighor does never, however, speak it
the first P #for the whole has the appcaranc
of a traditioh™ avmq descended from him. He i
referred to only in the third person’ by the wouds
taddha smiha, “this he told”" The theologih
whose opmions are either accepted or rejected, ar
generally mentigned in the third person plural by
the words “tif#F say.” Now and then they ar
called mahdvadih, i. e. the speakers of great things.
But their real name appears to have been Brahae
vddins, i. e, the speakers on Brahma (theologian
divines), which term we frequently meet in th
Taittirlya Veda (Black Yajurveda). .
. The work was, like the other Brahmanas, no doubt

like the Samhitd, orally handed down. Some exter
nal mark is stillgsible. At the end of each Adhyéys
the last word, wplnase, is put twice. The sai
fact we ogsewe inall other Brihmanas as well &
in the Sitras. This was evidently a mark for the
repeater as-well as the hearer by which to recogni
the end of a chapter, each of which formed a-lit
treatise for itself.

Reﬂardmg the repetluon of the Brihmanam ¥
have to réd#jerk, that it is done in a very slow ton
but quite monotonously, whilst the Bréhmanas -
the Yajurveda are recited with the proper accen!

" like the Safnhitds, - Of very frequent occurrence
it is the Pluti, i, . the lengthening' of @ vowel !
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thre¢ moras marked by 3. This Plutiis used in
three cases, (1) to ask a question, (2) to deliberate or
consider whether a thing should be done or not, and
(3) to give some-emphasis to a certain word. In the
two first cases it éxpresses exactly the idea of our
sign of interrogation, in the latter th@ of our under-
lining or italicising of certain important words.

Let us make before we conclude some remarks on
the principal sacrificial and theological ideas (as far
as they have not been touched alicady) which
perfade the Aitareya Brahmanam,

he sacrifice is regardegl as the ¥means for obtain-
mg power over this and the other world, over visible as
well as invisible beings, animate as well as inanimate
ceatures. . Who knows its proper application, and
has it duly performed, is in fact looked upon as the
real master of the world; for any desire he may
ntertain, if it be even the most ambitious, can be
sratified, any object he has in view con be obtained
symeans of it.  The Yajna (sacrifice) taken as a
vhwle is conecived to be a kind of machinery, in
vhich every picce must tally with the other, or
tsort of large chain in which no link is allowed
0 be wanting, or a staircase, by which one may
scend to heaven, or asa personage, endowed with
I'the characteristics of a human body. It exists
tom eternity, and procceded from the Supreme
deing (Prajiipati or Brahma) along" with the 7rai-
idyd, i. e. the three-fold sacred science (the Rik
¢rses, the Simans or chants, and the Yajus or
actificial formulas), The ecceation of the world

A . .
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itself was cven regarded as the fruit of a sacrifice
performed -by the Supreme Being. The Yajm
exists as an invisible thing at ull times, it is like the
latent power of electricity inan clectrifying maehme,
requiring only’ the operation of a suitahle apparatus
in order to lgelicited, It is supposed .to extend,
when unrolled, from the Ahavaniya or sacrificil
fire into which all oblations are thrown, to heuven,
forming thus a bridge or ladder, by means o
which the sacriticer can communicate with the
world of gods und spirits, and even ascend whe
alive to their abodes.  Jhe term for beginniy
the sacrificial operations is “to &pread the se
crifice ;” this mcans that the invisible thing, represent-
ing the ideal sacrifice which was lying dorman,
as it were, is set into motion, in consequence of
which .its several parts or limbs are unfokling them
selves, and thus the whole becomes extended.  This
ideal sacrifice stands in the elosest relationship with
alt the sacrificial implements, the sacrificial placy
and all the sacred verses and wopds spoken during
its actual performance. The sacrifice being oft
represented as a kind of heing with a body like that
of men, certain ccremonies form his head, other
his neck, others his eyes, &e. The most important
thing at a sacrifice is, that all its several parts should
ally together, and that consequently there <hould
neither anything be in excess, nor deficient in i
This agreeing of the several parts of the sacrifice
constitutes its 27ipa, ¢ e. form.  The proper form
obtained, when the mantras which are repeated are i
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strictest accordance with the cefemony for which they
are repeated, or (if the sacrvifice lasts for several or
many days) when they have the characteristies of the
respective days,  Tf the form is vitiated, the whole
acrifice is lost.  Mistakes being, on acconnt of the so
stremely complicated ritaal, unavoidghle, the sacrifi-
dal Tring was to be attended by a physician in the
serson of the Brahma priest (5, 34).  Each mistake
st he made good by a prayas’chitta, i. e. penance,
r propitiatory oftering,

The power and significance of the ”ohl -priests af
1saerifiee conststs i their being the masters o the
swred word, which is frequently personified by Ve,
L e. Bpeech, who is identical with Savasvati, the god-
less off lc:unmn in the Iater Hindu Pantheon. Speech
ni, aceording o the opinion of the carliest Hindu
livines, the power of vivifying und killing. The
acred words pronounced by the Hotar effect, hy
imt of the innate power of Vich, the spiritnal birth
f the sacrificer, form his body, raise him up to
waven, connect him with thie prototypes of those
hings which he wishes to obtain (such as children,
attle, &e.) and make him attain to his full life term,
shich is a hundred years ; but they are at the same
ime a weapon by means of which the sacrificer’s
nemies, or he himself (if the llotar have any
vil designs against him) can be killed, and all evil
onsequences of sin (this is termed pupman) be
lestroyed,  The power and effect of Speech as regards
he obtaining of any particular thing wished for,
nainly lies in the form in whicl. it is uttered Thence
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the great importance’of the metres, and the choice of
words and terms.  Each metre is the invisible master
of something obtainable in this world; it is, as it
were, its exponent, and ideal. ‘Thisgreat significance
of the metrical'speech is derived from the number
of syllables of which it comsists ; for each thing ha,
(just as in the Pythogorean system) a certain nithien-
cal proportion. The Géyatri metre, which consists «f
three times eight syllables, is the most sacred, and
is the proper metre for Agni, the god of fire, and
chaplain of the gods. Tt expresses the idea of Bralma,
therefore the sacrificer must use it when he wishes for
anything closely connected with the Brahma, such ay
acquirement’of sacred knowledge, and, the thorough
understanding of all problems of theology.  The Trish
tabh, which consists of four times cleven syllables
expresses the idea of strength, and royal power;
* thence it is the proper metre by which Indra, the
king of the gods, is to be invoked. Any on
wishing to obtain strength and royal power, prine-
pally a Kshattriya, must useit. A variety of it, the
Ushnih metre of twenty-cight syllables, is to le
cmployed by a sacrificer who aspires for longevity,
for twenty-cight is the symbol of life. The Jagath
a metre of {orty-eight syllables, expresses the idea of
cattle. Any one who wishes for wealth in cattle,
must use it. The same idea (or that of the sacrifice)
is expressed by the Pailkti metre (five times eight
syllables). The Brihati, which consists of thirty-sit
syllables, is to be used when a sacrificer is aspiring
to fame and renown; for this metre is the exponeit
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f those ideas.  The Anushtubh metre, of thurtf-two
wllables, isthe symbol of the relestial world ; thencea
-andidate fora place in heaven has touse it. The Vird;
f thiety syllables, is food and satisfaction; thence one
vho wishes for plenty of food, must employ it.

The words contained ih these different metrical
orms must always be appropriate to the occasion. {f
he oblation is given to Agni, the verse repeated must
ontain his name, or an allusion to it; were it to con-
ain the name of Indra, or one of his characteristics,
he offering would be thrown away.  Dvery act, even
he most trifling one, is wt the sachificial perform-
nce accompanied with  mantras, and :1iwu)'s such

verse is (o be chosen as contains (or is made to
onfuin by interpretation) an allusion to it, This will
I'he clear to the reader on reference, for instance,
) 2, 2 where the mantras connected  with every
artienlar act of the ceremony ofun‘dinl,ing and erect-
ur the sacrifieidl post is given.

Of almost equal importance with the metres are the
rcalled Stomas, based*also on numerical preportions.
ich Stoma contains a certain number of verses,
tntedtaccording to one and the same tung, The
mber is very often obtained only by frequent repe-
mof the same triplet of vers~s (se¢ ubout the par-
wlars of the Stomas note 18 on pages'237-38 of the
wslation).  Bach has, just as the metres, its peculiar
mholical meaning,  The Trivrit (nine-fold) Stoma,

for instance, the symbol of Brahma, and theological
sdom, and has Agni, the house-priest of the gods,

“its deity : the Panchadas’a (fifteen-fold) is the
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symBol of royal power and thence appropriate to Indr,
and the Kshattriyas : the Saptadas’a (seventeen-fold)
is the exponent of wealth in cattle ; thenee a Vais'ya
should usc it, or any other sacrificer who  wishes
obtain wealth : the Ekavis'a-(twenty-one-fold) is the
symbol of generation : thence it is principally to I
used at the third libation, many rites of which vefs
to the propagation of progeny.  The other Stom,
such as the Trinava (twenty=seven fold), Traya
trims’a (thirty-three-fold) &e. have a similarly symb-
lical meaning.

Besides the Stomas, the so-called Prishthas (il
name of certain Stunitns and their combinations) w
a necessary vequisite at all the Sona sacrifices, The
form the centre of all the ceremonies, and the prineip
one of them is always regarded asthe womb (yoni)
the sacrificial heing, They are cenerally only wdl
at the midday Libation,  The two principal Prishthe
are the Rathantara and Brihat Samats (abhi ted Al
nonwna, and todmiddi} hardmdle). They ean b
used singly, or along \wth one of their kindred (v
notes 29 on pace 193, 14 on page 282, and 4, 2
The pame Prishtha means *¢ hack,” {or they an
regardéd on the whole as the back of the saerifice.

All these things, metres (chhandir), Stomas
Prishthas, are believed to be as eterual and divine, o
the words themselves they contain. Thecarliest 11
divines did not only believe ina primitive revelatit
of the words of the sacred texts, but even in that of th
various forms, which might be used for their repetitic
or chanting. These forms along with their coutent
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he everlasting Veda words, are symbols expressive of
Jings of the invisible world, and in several respeets
owparable to the Platonic ideas.  They are in the
s of the saerificial priests the mstruments for
weomplishing anything they might wish for in he-
wll of the <aerificer. But a great deal depends upon
he way of using those spivitual instruments,  {t s
vuatter of importanee whethier a mantra is repeated
mithout. stopping, or  pada by pida (quarter by
snter), or hall verse By hall terse. The four feet
wlas), of which many metres ave composed, repre-
it the four feet of wnimals. The repetition of sueh
erse, Iall verse Dy halt verse, that i, with two
ips only, represents the sacrificer who as a human
mg, s two legs. By thus combining the ideas
lour and two-footed heings, the saerificer s mys-
alty placed wmidst cattle, and obtains them, in
weyin the Targest quantity.  Another important
ml is, whether the mantra is vepeated wpdnis’u, 4. e.
than almost andible voiee, or Gishuim, i e,
ently, or with a low and slow voice (mandvasear a),
with w middle tone  ¢madhyama), or very loud

b, (See 3, 44).

Among the large nnmber of the sacred words, there
“always some which have a destructive (uality,
<|'mu~l, therefore, be used with great caution.  In
dei to protect the sacrificer, as well as himself,
i the dangerops effects of such words, the repeat-
ust, by weans of certain other worda, or formu-
S depove them of their destructive power, and
U propitiate them.  This* is wenerally called s'dntd
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(propitiation, appeasing). Such dangerous words ar
for instance, rdushat (sce 3, 8) and rudre, the name
of §'iva, the god of destruction (3, 34).

The sacrificer, who is the object of all these mysticl
operations on the part of the priests by means o
their mantras, chants, and manual labour, is ng
allowed to remain inactive, but he himself has 1
repeat certuin mantras, expressive of his desines
When, for instance, the Iotar is performing th
mystical operation of placing him among cattle, k
must say, “May [ become rich in cattle!?” Wihe
the same priest makes a firm standing place (a pire
tisthay for him, he must say, “ May L go to my place!
Thus he obtains the fulfilment of any desive whid
mioht be obtainable by means of a particular vers
or mode of repeating, or chant, or performance of
particwlar vite, when he repeats  the appropria
formula at the right time and occasion.  For whi
he himself speaks, conneets him with the idealso
his wishes, which are brought within his grasp b
the priest.

The oljeets sacrificed for are manifold, viz, of
spring, cattle, wealth, fame, theological learning, 5K
for performance of sacrifices, and heaven.  For gain
ing heaven a Soma sacrifice is indispensable.  Forth
sacred Soma juice has, according to the opinions ¢
the ancient Ilindu theologians, pre-cminently *th
power of uniting the sacrificer on this carth with b
celestial king Soma, and make him thus one of i
subjects, and eonsequently an associate of the guk
and an inhabitant of the eelestial world,
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On page g8 4, line P2-Toand weg, e 3,08 the read-
e\ 2?{['{]“%}1'& doubtful. 1 have adopted it wpon the
authority of one mamseript only. The two - others (as
woll as Nivana) read At (galra el chamasiin).
But it as epen to objeetion For there v nothaog in the
precedimg o whieh the demonsteative e/’ nught be
tefernied The vares word fraela (see iy note on page 198
of the tamslation) appears 1o Tave heen very carly

nstderstood.,

The Bat of cinall covors on the Lexd e notwithstanding the
wieal panes T ook inconceting, gicator than Texpeeted.
These who e the ted ae icgnestad fo conect thein copies

‘\\ wdme o thas Tt e the doce forms, from Page GL-90



vi CORRIGENDA,

he stoppmg is not quite corrcet, 1 had first followed the
stopping of one of my man@eripts, but afterwards aban-
loned it. The first 60 pages have heen veprinted, and the*
ninciple of stopping carried out in the latter part (from
17-215) been adopted, In a seeond edition it will be easy
o make all wiitorm af quite correct. 1t any doubt should
wise, the translation will give help.


















